Grace WeeRfy News

December 5, 2025

WORSHIP UPDATES FOR GRACE !,EES—
Advent Continues. ...

Sunday, December 7 10:30 am 2° Sunday of Advent - Peace
=

ok White Gift Intergenerational Service
(200 with Sunday School participation.
N = - White Gifts of food gratefully received.

- Deadline for Christmas Sponsored Family.

- Amnesty Letter Signing.

- Don’t forget to pick-up the Advent Prayer Calendar.
Sunday, December 14 10:30 am 3™ Sunday of Advent - JOY

Choir Cantata: “Love Came Down to Bethlehem”

6:30 pm Neighbourhood Carol Singing
Meet at Grace. Refreshments to follow!

@ 7:00 pm Blue Christmas Service
5 In-person & Livestreamed

10:30 am 4" Sunday of Advent - LOVE
Celebration of Christmas & Communion
We will sing some favourite carols. Acknowledgement
of Memorial Poinsettias.
Refreshments and fellowship to follow.
Wed., December 24 7:00 pm  Family Christmas Eve Service
% e Carol singing, story-telling, live nativity, and special
music. (In-person & Livestreamed)

11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

A quiet, reflective candlelight communion service.
Livestreaming!! Join us Sunday in person or online via Livestream. To attend, via the Grace website, click
here or on YouTube Search line, type in specific worship date (e.g., Dec 7, 2025): press Enter.

Peacelabyrinth
Can you help with hosting our Peace Labyrinth?
Two-hour commitment that requires sitting at the door and welcoming guests.
Dates: Sunday, Dec. 14 — Wed, Dec 24
Hours: 10am-12pm, 11am-1pm, 4pm-6pm, 5pm-7pm
Sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board or call the Office at 705-734-0760

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL - Annual Letter Signing Dec 7, 2025
Letter signing, Write for Rights, after worship this Sunday, December 7 in Memorial Hall. Letters are in
support of people who have been imprisoned for speaking out against human rights violations.
In recognize of Human Rights Day, December 10.
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Poinsettia Donations
Buy a memorial poinsettia to decorate Grace. Please let the Office know the details and
the memorial will be acknowledged in the Advent 4 & Christmas Eve bulletins.

OUTREACH MITTEN TREE
~ The Mitten Tree will be up in the foyer at Grace until early January. Donations of hew
warm clothing items and knitted items for all ages are welcomed. Suggested
donations: knitted mitts, store bought mitts, scarves, hats and toques, finger
gloves, underwear for males and females, long johns, socks, etc. These
donations will be distributed to children, youth and adults in the Barrie Community.

AR AR R AR N ERRE EE R,
Labyrinth Set-Up

Saturday, December 13™  10:00 am

Volunteers Welcomel!!

HAPPENINGS!

Regular Weekly Activities: Additional This Coming Week:
Mondays: Healthy Aging Exercise — 10am Zoom Dec7  Worship — 2 of Advent — Peace — 10:30 am
Short Worship Team Meeting — 12:00 pm
Tuesdays: Progressive Theology — 7:15 pm - Zoom
Dec9  Administration Team Meeting — 10:30 am
Wednesdays: Bible Study — 9:30 am Pantry Cookie Class — 5:00 pm
Men’s Luncheon - 1st Wed each month
-12:00pm @ Casa Mia Dec 10  Official Board Meeting — 7pm in Person

Rhythm & Pitch Music Lessons — 4:00pm

Dec 11 Busby Dinner Prep — 1:00 pm

Thursdays: Healthy Aging Exercise —10:00 am Zoom
Choir Practice —7:00 pm for the period: Dec 13 Peace Labyrinth Set-up — 10:00 am

Oct 16 — Dec 18 incl.

Dec7  Worship — 3 of Advent - Joy — 10:30 am

Fridays: Grace Gamers — Last Fri of each Month - Cantana: “Love Came Down to Bethlehem’
FFCE Movie Night - Last Fri of each Month Neighbourhood Caroling — 6:30 pm

- Refreshments to follow
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SR

SAVE THE DATE

SN

(%, The Pastoral Team will be preparing and delivering approximately 50
Christmas Treat Packages to people on our Special Concern List on
P Thursday, December 18%". We will be preparing small boxes containing
" ﬁ mostly home-made treats and goodies with a Christmas greeting attached.

Sign-up sheets are in the foyer to volunteer to provide some treats (cookies,
small tarts, fudge, squares, candy, etc.) as well as to prepare the boxes and deliver them.

We will prepare the packages beginning at 9:30 am in the Kitchen and they should be ready for
delivery by 11:00 am. Please contact Barb Mercer at 705-728-6734 for further details.

POSTPONED TO THE NEW YEAR:

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
More information to come....

Delivering on the TRC Calls to Action

Since 2015, Canada and indigenous partners have been responding to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action. These Calls are recommendations
issued by the TRC to address the lasting impacts of the residential school system
between the indigenous and non-indigenous communities.

These Calls include specific actions for governments, organizations, and individuals in areas such as
education, health, justice, language, and child welfare, as well as requiring a full apology from the
Pope. Between 14 and 15 Calls are considered complete, including establishing a National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation, and appointing an Indigenous Languages Commissioner. About 42 Calls
are being worked on, 22 to 23 have stalled, and 15 to 17 have had no work initiated. Over the next
little while, we will look at this situation in more detail.

PROPERTY TEAM:

VOLUNTEER HELP URGENTLY NEEDED!

The Property Team needs help! They have a substantial list of “To-Do’s” that require occasional help
from “handy” people who are willing to take on a short-term project and give a few hours of their time.

If you can help out, please call the Office: 705-734-0760.

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE:

SOUP FOR SALE U
About 5 qu vailable for sale at $10 per quart. Please ask at the office or

contact Ma relner after church This will conclude proceeds for the Fab Food Fair. Thanks.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

Envelopes are in the pews - while you are shopping for your family this Christmas, please make an
extra donation to Grace for the general fund. We'd like to end the year in the black.

Thanks, Mary Greiner, Envelope Secretary
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OUTREACH TEAM:

Our need this week is: Please follow the Advent Food Calendar

CHRISTMAS SPONSORED FAMILY

Deadline for donations is: December 7*" . See the Bulletin Board for sign-up sheet & suggestions.

WINTER SUPPORTS

Guests of our Tuesday Morning Breakfast struggle with the change in temperatures that require extra
warm & dry clothing. We request donations of new: socks, mitts, gloves, scarves, etc. Gently used
pants, sweaters & footwear are also greatly appreciated. Bring to the Office.

2025 ADVENT FOOD CALENDAR FOR GIVING

Our 2025 Advent Food Giving Calendar is now available at the Office. A daily calendar of food
donations for our Christmas Community Giveaway on December 23,

CONGREGATION..... NEWS & NEEDS

A big thank you to all the gentlemen that came out Wednesday to help with the sl -4
Ladies of Grace Chinese Dinner. The Congregational Team really appreciated you all ’M,
being the kitchen staff for that evening. 7 JW y ]
A Tip of t:‘z'i ~ To Katﬁy Watt, for many years of faithful service as a lay
et
Hat.. B reader. We miss your soft, but very clear, voice!
.i:l"l ethotepst @ette
You're Invited!
L The students of Janet Kinsey Music Studio would love to have you
L\ ,;L“ ) share their musical offerings here at Grace United Church on
bR Sunday December 7 at 2 pm! There’s something for ===
‘_/'"-a%f ) everyone from junior and intermediate pianists, choral offerings

SR S A o g .
ﬁil““‘* by Variation (our women’s vocal ensemble) as well as solo vocalists
R performing a variety of seasonal and contemporary tunes.

No tickets required but a donation to our Little Pantry programme would be very welcome.
Hope to see you there!

Are you familiar with using PowerPoint?
Are you looking for a creative opportunity?

PowerPoint Would you be interested in taking a turn to prepare worship slides?
We are looking for additional volunteers to join the team that prepares the worship slides for our Sunday
services. Secondary students could get service credits for their time spent preparing the slides for our
worship services. For further info about this important contribution, please contact:
Rev. Susan (705-817-3402) or Barb Mercer (705-728-6734)
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Bulletin Board Community News

Gingerbread Houses for Sale & T
Peanut-free Gingerbread Houses for Sale. Decorated or undecorated with all fixings LR
Contact: Michelle at 705-717-3147 or Marlene at 705-737-1677 -+
King Edward Choir: A Joyful Sound Dec. 6 @ 3:00 pm Collier Street UC
Lyrica Chamber Choir: Handel’s Messiah  Dec. 7 @ 4:30 pm Collier Street UC
A Christmas Carol — The Prequel! Dec 11, 12,13 @ 7pm Cookstown Antique Market
Dec 14 @ 2:00 pm 5108 Simcoe County Rd 27
The Barrel Boys Dec 12 @ 7:00 pm St. John’s United Church,
A Bluegrass Christmas Alliston
Huronia Symphony Orchestra Dec 14 @ 3:30 pm Collier Street UC

A Whimsical Christmas

gy

2026 UCC 2026 Calendars $10.00 2026
e Now in the Office i
oo ol e Will be available in the Office (9:00 am — 1:00 pm)

v y

Rev. Susan Eagle * 705.817.3402 « 705.792.9267 * susaneagle@gqraceucc.ca

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday to Friday * 10 am to 1 pm
www.graceucc.ca 705.734.0760  office@graceucc.ca

PRAYER LIST: For updates or additions, email the grace office or contact Barb Mercer at 705-728-6734,
barbara.mercer@sympatico.ca .
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