
Grace Matters 
Grace United Church Newsletter       Barrie, Ontario          Spring 2024   



Contact Us: 
 

Grace United Church 
350 Grove Street East 
Barrie, Ontario L4M 2R7 

 
Minister 

 
Rev. Susan Eagle, B.A., M. Div. D.D. 
(H) 705.792.9267 Å (C) 705.817.3402 

susaneagle@graceucc.ca 
 

Music Director 
 

Janet Kinsey 
705.734.2524 

 
Board Chairperson 

 
Paul Burke 
705.717.8366 

pgfburke@gmail.com 
 

Minister Emeritus 
 

Rev. Arthur J. Storey 
 

Voluntary Associate Ministers 
 

Rev. Bea Arnill, Rev. Thelma Arnott 
Rev. George Moore 

 
Technical Team Chair 

 
Jane Foster 249.880.4624 

 
 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Joanne Polcz 
office@graceucc.ca 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 
Monday ï Friday 
10:00 am ï 1:00 pm 

 
705.734.0760 

It is once again a privilege to bring to you another 

edition of the Grace Family newsletter.  As we come 

to a season of renewal, we are reminded of the 

beauty of creation and how important colours are in 

our lives.  We await the bursting of the buds on the 

trees into beautiful green leaves.  Bright tulips and 

promising blossoms are so welcoming and appreci-

ated greatly as they represent more colour and 

brightness to come. 

Ours is a colourful environment and as a church 

family, itôs the people who provide the colour and 

vitality from which we enjoy a brighter world with our 

church friends.  The better we get to know these 

friends, the richer we are and thatôs an important 

aspect of sharing information through this newslet-

ter. 

It is hoped that as you read this newsletter, you get 

to know even a few people a little better.  Maybe 

you have contributed something that someone else 

finds interesting and now feels a stronger connec-

tion.  Maybe you will read about an activity that you 

missed, but now have a notion that it might have 

been fun or inspiring and youôll make a point of get-

ting involved another time. 

Rev. Susan, the Worship Team and all those who 

took part in the various ceremonies, services and 

activities of the Lenten and Easter seasons are to 

be congratulated on their creativity and multi-

faceted media they used to bring to life the Easter 

season with such meaning and emotion.   

I wish to thank everyone who made submissions to 

this newsletter.  Special thanks go to those team 

leaders and activity coordinators who reported on 

their work and also to those celebrating milestone 

birthdays and anniversaries for agreeing to be pro-

filed and sharing their stories. 

Wishing you all a Happy Spring filled with colour, 

hope and promise! 

Barb Mercer 

Message from the Editor 



Message from the Minister 

A few days ago, as the sun warmed the sky and early signs of spring 

began to make themselves heard and seen, we took a walk in the 

woods near our home.  
 

There is something exhilarating about the early days of spring. The 

earth is awakening and it seems to awaken our spirits as if we had 

been asleep. So many sights and sounds stimulate our senses as 

well as our memories as we revisit this annual ritual of welcoming a 

new season of life and growth.  
 

The awakening Earth, long dormant and sleeping, is perhaps the 

perfect image for Easter, as we breathe in the fresh air and hear the 

birthing sounds of new life.  
 

Last week as we walked we discovered a novel addition to the natural scenery ï Easter 

eggs that had been hand-painted with bright colours and were lodged in nooks of trees or 

nestled in natural piles of leaves and ground cover. 
 

They were a surprise discovery and then a puzzlement as we speculated as to who would 

have taken such time and patience for the enjoyment of others. They were an outright joy as 

more and more of them presented themselves, popping out in random places all through the 

woods. 
 

Unexpected colour and art which added a visual reminder that as co-inhabitants with all that 

lives and grows on Earth, we live in relationship with our natural environment, adding our 

creativity to the world around us. 
 

How sad it is then to consider the assault on our natural world that happens when we are in 

conflict as a human race and the environment becomes a casualty as well as human lives. 

For the past two years we have watched, feeling helpless, as Russia has rained a firestorm 

down from the sky on the people and land of Ukraine. And now we witness the further dese-

cration of earth and human life as endless missiles destroy the fragile land of Palestine.  
 

As we celebrate Earth Day on April 22
nd
 and Environment Day on June 5

th
, there is time in 

between those dates to ponder how we can learn to truly understand that earth and humani-

ty and all living creatures are part of one creation. 
 

The ñwin at all costsò as a justification for war is simply a road to the extinction of human life 
and the wounding of creation.   
 
Currently, our Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne is urging us to take action to pro-

tect our earth and each other. She writes:  

 ñI think of Palestine, and the sheer number of people who have died, or been injured 
 or displaced. The destruction of everything they know as home, and the threat of an-
 other ground invasion, with nowhere safe for them to go.  



I think of Israeli hostages who have not yet been released. I think of collective warmon-

gering that pours fuel on the fire of this conflict at the peril of all in the region. 

 

We need a lasting and just peace in the regionðand that seems so desperately far 

away. But then I remember the words of Jesus: ñWherever two or three are gathered in 

my name, I am there.ò  
 

The power of accompaniment and of radical solidarity is a long-term commitment to 

knowing and walking beside. There are simple actions for us to take to radically ac-

company partners in Palestine and Israel.ò 
 

Moderator Lansdowne invites us to take action on May 22-23 to make visible our call for a 

just and lasting peace in Palestine and Israel.   
 

Perhaps the Easter eggs we plant can be actions of hope, witness and prayer, so that those 

who come after us will discover, with surprise and joy, hidden in our faithful response, the 

roots of peace and preservation of Godôs Earth. Happy Earth Day. Happy Easter. 

 
Rev. Susan  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Greetings from your Board Chair: 

It is wonderful to see several new faces at our Sunday worship and on behalf of the entire 
Grace United family, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all. As spring blooms and sum-
mer approaches we can't help but feel the excitement of what the warmer weather brings over 
the next few months.  The anticipation of that special vacation, camping adventures, backyard 
barbecues with friends and family are on many of our minds during this transition season.  Be-
fore we know it, we'll once again be saying, "I can't believe it's September already." and we'll 
be astonished by how fast all those weeks flew by.  Wishing all of you a safe and joyful sum-
mer, wherever the path might take you, even if it's only as far as the garden! 

Paul Burke 
Chairperson of the Official Board 

Message from the Chairperson of the Official Board 



Team Reports 

 

Congregational Life Team 

We continue to serve refreshments after worship each week. Holding the coffee time in the 
Memorial Hall with caf® tables and chairs makes visiting time after worship easier. A great 

help each Sunday morning is J, who is so willing to take on any task. 

In early December, we filled the Memorial Hall with the Ladies of Grace Chinese Dinner and 

entertainment by the famous Ukuladies. 

Congregational meals such as the pot luck 

lunch after the Annual Meeting in February 

and the hot dog lunch on Scouting Sunday 

come under our team as well. Camping Sun-

day will bring on the ñ óSmoresò with your cof-

fee or tea.  Also it was a pleasure to co-

ordinate the refreshments after the World Day 

of Prayer that Grace hosted for local church-

es. 

On Tuesday, May 28th, we will team up with 

the Pastoral Care team to present a Spring 

Tea. Watch for more details. 

Any offers to help on this team or donations of goodies are most welcome. Contact Sharon 

Squire - 705 717-6524 or Edna Caldwell - 705 721-0484. 

 

Ministry and Personnel Team 

Before the Annual Congregational Meeting, we worked at finding people to fill the positions 

of the Official Board and standing teams.  Together, these people make the Grace United 

Church Council.  Thank you to each of you that have taken a position. 

If you happen to be a person who found out later that you have some time and energy to 

help in some area, we still need more willing workers, so please let us know. 

Our great staff people will each get a little holiday time between now and the end of the 

year. 

Pauline Chappell 

Ministry and Personnel Team Leader 

 

Please see the full list of the Church Council for Grace United Church for 2024 on the fol-

lowing pages. 



2024 CHURCH COUNCIL 

OFFICIAL BOARD 

 

 

Minister ................................ Rev. Dr. Susan Eagle

TEAM CHAIR OR DELEGATE OF THE 

FOLLOWING STANDING TEAMS 

 

M&P ..................................... Pauline Chappell 

 

 ............................................ Deborah Hardwick (Board Member) 

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 

TRUSTEES 

Wendy Brown 



 

 

 

 



 

 

MEMORIAL & SPECIAL GIFTS TEAM 

Larry Murphy Nancy Drury Mary Greiner Kerry Burke 

June Willett Bruce Chappell Wendy Brown 

AD HOC TEAMS 

 

 



 Administration Team 

 
The Administration Team has had quite an uneventful year to date. 
 
Joanne Polcz, our most efficient church secretary/administrator has  
arranged for many Outside User Groups to utilize our church facilities. This 
has greatly helped the financial position of the church and assists with the 
success of our fundraisers and the generous donations of the congregation 
at large.  
 
As of the end of March, Grace United was in the black! The Administration 
Team is also keeping well within its operating budget. If any of you have 
questions regarding our team and its operations, I would be most pleased to 
speak with you. 
                     
John McLean 
Administration Team Leader 

 

 

Worship Team 

It has been a very blessed Lent and Easter season at Grace.  Rev .Susan and the Worship 

team have been busy decorating, assisting with service planning and enjoying the opportuni-

ties to worship together from Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday to Holy Week and Easter 

Sunday.   

A special thank you to Joe Matyas, Rev. Art and Ben 

Helmond who transformed a Christmas Eve stable into 

an empty tomb ï we appreciated the symbolism of this 

transformation, as well as your time and talents!   

Many thanks to Janet Kinsey and the Grace musicians 

for preparing and sharing so many musical extras that 

enhanced our Lent and Easter worship services.   And 

to our energetic leader, Rev. Susan, who led five 

unique and meaningful services within the eight days of Holy Week, we offer our sincere 

gratitude.  These included Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday followed by a Seder Supper, 

Good Friday, Easter Sunday Sunrise Service and 

our traditional Easter Sunday and Communion 

service 

We look forward to the variety of interesting ser-

vices that are upcoming as we move through 

spring into the warmer, quieter days of summer.  

Jen Cheesman 

Worship Team Leader 



 

Rev. George flips pancakes 

at the Shrove Tuesday Sup-

per 

The beautifully decorated 

Sanctuary to celebrate Easter 

Sunday 

The Seder Plate served at the 

Seder Supper on Maundy 

Thursday 

 

 

The Choir on Good Friday 

Rev. Susan prepared to serve 

Communion on Easter Sun-

day 

Part of the observance on 

Good Friday 

Rev. Susan at the Sunrise 

Service at Kempenfelt Bay 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday Drama 



Outreach Team 

 

As Spring approaches, the activities of our Outreach Team at Grace expand to accommo-

date the warming weather.  We have changed our monthly meeting times to Wednesday af-

ternoons and have been able to welcome J.T. McVeigh and a new member Denton Lucas to 

our team.  

Rev. Susan continues to represent Grace 

on many activities and committees asso-

ciated with Outreach. Her role as part of 

the bi-weekly Monday Zoom and the 

monthly Homelessness and Housing Jus-

tice Network helps Grace to partner with 

many local churches and social service 

agencies as we respond to challenges 

faced by the shelter and food insecurity in 

our community and advocate on their be-

half.  

A big Thank You to our mighty volunteer 

team that turns up each Tuesday morning 

to serve breakfast to the homeless. The coffee is hot and ready each week, thanks to Rev. 

Susan, Rev. George Moore, Isaac Pearson, Dave Reynolds, Dawna Vinnels and Dr. John 

McLean, who are also joined by volunteers from the Christian Reformed Church and St. Mar-

garetôs Anglican Church. Kyran McAlpine and Christine OôDea help out as well. 

Edith Elliot has continued over the winter 

months to ensure that our food outreach, 

provided in warmer months through the Lit-

tle Pantry, can continue in the colder tem-

peratures through handing out food gift bags 

to those who are able to come to the church 

each Tuesday morning. And soon you will 

see her busily working to prepare our Com-

munity Garden that proved so fruitful last 

year.  

Our Grace congregation also provides food 

donations to the Georgian Food Locker, a 

Food Bank established by the students at 

Georgian College. Welcomed items include canned goods, cereals, pastas, cookies, spices, 

dried beans, fruit juices and snacking items and can be placed in the food bins in the lobby 

during office hours through the week and at the time of the Sunday morning service.  

Students from Eastviewôs Life Skills class pack-
age food for distribution at the Tuesday morning 

breakfasts downtown. 

The Tuesday morning breakfast crew await-
ing their guests 



 

A micro grant of $17,400 from the County of Simcoe has been received for community out-

reach projects and we are grateful that Edith Elliot will coordinate the several ways in which 

we hope it will be used. The specific plan for these monies has not as yet been formalized 

but it will likely continue to support our food outreach through the Community Garden, the Lit-

tle Pantry, Busby meals, the Community Breakfasts and some new projects yet to be defined.  

We extend a shout out of appreciation to Barb Moore whose persistent efforts to prepare 

grant proposals on our behalf have paid off. 

Our Lent Loot givings this year were also focused on the needs of our local community with 

well over $2 500 dollars collected by our members for the Capital Campaign of the Busby 

Centre. This support is in addition to the monthly dinner pro-

vided for the Busby Centre being prepared by Marnie Lynn 

and her enthusiastic group of volunteers. And not to be for-

gotten are Jack Brown and Nancy Drury, who regularly pre-

pare several loaves of sandwiches for distribution through the 

Busby Centre Outreach van. 

Rev. Thelma Arnottôs enthusiastic efforts to keep us aware 

and informed of the M&S activities of the United Church are 

welcomed and very much appreciated. Edna Caldwell has 

also been an active member of Outreach on a broader scale 

as she has coordinated the letter signings and petitions re-

sponding to injustices identified through Amnesty Internation-

al. Lois Marshall is our Outreach member ensuring all sub-

scribers to Broadview Magazine are paid up each spring.  

In the coming months, we have the Earth Day neighbourhood 

cleanup scheduled for April 20, probably before the distribu-

tion of Grace Matters and our Motherôs Day project in May. 

For many years, we have supported women who have re-

quired the services of the Women and Childrenôs Centre with 

gift bags on this special day. Small personal items such as soaps and shampoos, body lotion 

and gift cards hopefully will help to alleviate the stresses they face through their personal cir-

cumstances. 

And, of course, we always are happy to welcome any new volunteers who would like to join 

our small but mighty team. Donôt hesitate to let any one of us know of your interest and we 

will ensure your invitation to our next meeting. 

Outreach Team:  Brian Fraser, Marnie Lynn, Lois Marshall, Bob Marshall, Cheryl Godin, Judi 

Shields, Edith Elliot, J.T. McVeigh, Denton Lucas, Rev. Thelma Arnott, Elizabeth McLean 

(corresponding member), Rev. George Moore (corresponding member) 

Judi Shields 

Outreach Team Leader 

Marnie Lynn plans and 
leads a group of kitchen 
helpers once a month, to 
prepare 100 meals for the 

Busby Centre. 



 

Food Security at Grace  

Food Security at Grace  

Through the Outreach team, Grace has applied for and recently received a micro grant from 

the County of Simcoe that will support food security. Originally a federal initiative called 

Reaching Homes, it has been reallocated into a municipal grant from the Social Community 

Investment Fund. The $17,400 grant is based on the following: 

§ Support of food security expansion at Grace through the garden, sourcing food, promot-

ing and hosting community lunches and dinners, ensuring the Little Food Pantry remains 

continually stocked (see below for details) 

§ All allocated funds must be fully spent by July 31/24 and a report submitted by August 

15/24 with all expenses recorded 

§ Homeless Individuals and Families Information System (HIFIS) is a data sharing system 

developed through The Government of Canada ï Infrastructure Canada, and Social Ser-

vices - Grace designates must be trained on it in order to collect data.  

Edith Elliot has agreed to coordinate this project.  

Watch for updates and announcements in Grace Weekly News. 

 

Food insecurity in our community is of great 

concern and our Outreach Team works very 

hard to try and meet this need.  They are very 

appreciative of the generous support of the 

Grace family. 

 

 

Our Little Pantry is regular-

ly stocked with essentials 

for those in need. 

 

 

Soon our Community  

Garden will be providing 

fresh vegetables again. 

100 meals are prepared for the Busby 

Centre of the third Thursday of each 

Fresh produce is available for pick-up. 



Pastoral Team 

 

Almost thirty years ago, a tradition began at Grace of presenting Stars of Grace, partly as a 

Pastoral initiative to make people feel appreciated and valued and in part as a promotion of 

Stewardship by highlighting the many and varied contributions that people could make.  Orig-

inally, these presentations were made monthly and called Star of the Month, but later were 

given a few times a year as nominations were received.  The intention was to emphasize the 

ñbehind the scenesò contributions and responsibilities and give recognition to the importance 

these gifts were to the day to day ministry of Grace United Church. 

Shortly before the pandemic changed so many things at Grace, there was some reconsidera-

tion of the value of the Star of Grace idea and questions were being raised about the possi-

bility of some unexpected negative side effects.  (This might be a little like some drugs that 

are used for good reasons, but sometimes create other problems.) 

After much consideration by the Pastoral Team and the Official Board, the decision was 

made to stop presenting Stars of Grace.  However, there were four nominations awaiting 

presentations that couldnôt be made at the time because of the pandemic.  Recently, the Offi-

cial Board decided that the Pastoral Team would contact the following four nominees and pri-

vately present the appropriate certificates and then permanently retire the Star of Grace.  

Edythe Barriault ~ J.T. McVeigh ~ Michelle Placido ~ Ann Smith 

Many thanks are extended to all those who over the years have taken the time to make nom-

inations and have shown their appreciation of the efforts made by so many people in so 

many different ways.  More than 160 people have been publically recognized for their contri-

butions through the presentation of Star of Grace Certificates.  It is now incumbent on all of 

us to find other ways of acknowledging and thanking those who in big and small ways make 

a difference in the effectiveness of our ministry at Grace. 

Each time we pub-

lish a new Congre-

gational Directory, 

we know that we will get word that someone has moved.  Here are 

the most recent changes of which we are aware. 

§ Rick Irvin has moved from his home on Garrett Crescent to Kempenfelt Drive. 

§ Debbie Neddeau has become a neighbour of Marian Harris and  Elaine Sterling with her 

move from Wilson Road, Minesing, to an apartment on Wellington Street. 

§ Val and Ian Darling are moving at the end of April to an apartment at Heritage Place on 

Brooks Street. 

We send our best wishes to all of these people and hope that they are happy and healthy in 

their new homes. 

Current Grace Congregational Directories with updated addresses are available by contact-

ing the Church Office. 

 



Stewardship and Finance Team 

Spring brings green grass and the first flowers, as well as the startup of fundraising events for 

the church.  While the end of February saw the church with a deficit of $ 8,944, by the end of 

March there is a surplus of $ 2,735.  The Easter offering brought in $1,535 for the General 

Fund.  Here are the results of the Spring fundraising to date: 

Purdyôs Easter chocolate event   $    263 

Spring Roast Beef Dinner    $ 4,066 estimated 

Kiwanis Catering continues each Monday and the Holy Roller meat pie sales are ongoing, 

with worker bees the first and second Wednesday of each month. 

New opportunities coming soon: 

Delta Bingo fundraising training will occur in April; a coordinator and volunteers are ready, li-

censes are complete, Grace has been accepted.  More information to follow. 

Grace United was successful in winning a Simcoe County Micro Grant of $ 17,400, which is to 

be used towards Food Security. A coordinator at Grace is set and more planning will take 

place as to programs and a timeline to spend the money.  Stay tuned to see how you may be 

able to help. 

Upcoming fundraising events: 

Motherôs Day Pie and Bake Sale ï Saturday May 11 from 9:30 to noon.  Edith Elliot is coordi-

nator. 

Plant Sale ï Saturday June 1 from 10 am to 12 noon; Potting Up Day: Wed. May 23 at 1 pm; 

Edna Caldwell and Bette McCracken are coordinators.  

Please see the back page for more details about the Motherôs Day Pie and Bake Sale and 
Plant Sale. 

Strawberry Supper ï Wed. June 26.  Sharon Squire and Mary Hirons are coordinators. Prep 
day: Tues. June 25. 



Save the Date:  Sunday Oct. 20, 2024 - Concert to fundraise 

for music programs at Grace ï religious and spiritual songs 

not usually sung in church.  Joe Matyas and Janet Kinsey 

are coordinators of the ñNot Your Grandparentsô Hymnsò 

event.  

Spring Interim offering statements will be sent out in May, 

covering Jan. to April offerings. Please check to make sure 

that the information is correct. If you have not yet donated, 

please make a donation as soon as you can.  Church ex-

penses continue during the summer even if we go on vaca-

tion. 

Mary Greiner  
Stewardship and Finance Team Leader 
 

 
Property Team 
~ A MUST READ ~ 

 
As most people are aware, the number one priority remains attention to our roof situation. 

Last year we had focused mainly on the Memorial Hall but our attention has shifted to the 

lower level flat roof section which covers everything except Memorial Hall and the Sanctuary.  

This will be a challenging year since we can no longer hope for patches and repairs to get us 

through another winter. Water is pooling in several sections because low spots make it im-

possible to flow into the roof drains.  

We are in the process of obtaining and reviewing quotes along with seeking grant money or 

financing to pay for the job. Depending on when the roof repairs are done and how extensive 

it impacts the internal ceilings, we may have interruptions to the way groups access the build-

ing.  

Use of the church facilities has increased expo-

nentially now that Covid is behind us. The num-

ber of incidental repairs is on the rise which 

leaves us scrambling to keep up with them. Any 

handy person willing to offer their help in this 

manner would be greatly appreciated.  

Grace church has a strong following in its mem-

bers and we will work our way through this and 

forge on. 

Ben Helmond 

Property Team Leader 



Faith Formation and Christian Education Team 

FFCE held its first meeting, with Bette McCracken and Isaac Pearson as co-chairs, in March. 
On the youth end of things, there were two dinners held for young people. One was a fellow-
ship with Georgian College students, where we had a conversation over a nice meal of soup 
and bread.   

The second meeting was a night of dinner and activities with Grace families. After a meal of 
pizza, pasta, and cake we played games and ran around while the adults washed up.  

Planning is underway for the Camp Simpresca weekend on June 21st-23rd and Vacation Bi-
ble Camp on July 8th-12th. 

Camp Simpresca is a weekend of games, campfires, swimming and lounging on Georgian 
Bay. Come for a day, or stay for the weekend in one of the camp cabins.  

The theme for Vacation Bible Camp this year is Son Rock Kids Camp ï a summer camp in the woods ex-
perience.  VBC offers many exciting experiences inside and outside. 

The Tuesday Night Progressive Study Group and the Wednesday morning Bible Study Group 
will be breaking for the summer.  Watch for details of their start-ups in the fall.  New faces are 
always welcome. 

Isaac Pearson and Bette McCracken 

Co-team Leaders, FFCE 



 

 

 

 

 

Establishment of an Autonomous National Indigenous Organization in The 

United Church 

The 44
th
 General Council of The United Church of Canada recently announced the results of a 

vote in favour of Remit 1: Establishing an Autonomous National Indigenous Organization.  

This will enable Indigenous Peoples within The United Church to define its own structure and 

processes. The vote also shows that The United Church across Canada acknowledges that 

Indigenous Peoples have the right to their own spiritual identities and to self-determination. 

According to The National Indigenous Council, this is a movement from ñmissions to Indiansò 

to becoming full partners in ñGodôs call to all the earthò. 

The voting process and results 

In 2022 the General Council accepted a request by The National Indigenous Circle to remove 

structural barriers to the establishment of an autonomous National Indigenous Organization 

within The United Church. Removing those barriers alters the Basis of Union in The Manual of 

The United Church of Canada, which launches a category 3 Remit.  That type of Remit re-

quires a vote of all United Church governing bodies and pastoral charges to approve the re-

quested changes.  

The details of the Remit and voting cards were sent to each of the 16 regional councils and 

the governing bodies of every pastoral charge in March 2023. The deadline to vote was 

March 31, 2024.  All 16 regional councils, The National Indigenous Council and 80% of pasto-

ral chargesô governing bodies submitted votes. The Board of Grace United Church voted 

ñYesò. 

The results across the country were: 

¶ The National Indigenous Council, and the 16 voting regional councils:  Yes: 17  No: 0 
       Pastoral charges:  Yes: 1482  No: 93 
 

In their announcement of the results, the General Council acknowledged the voting process 

involved deep and sometimes challenging conversations about right relations with Indigenous 

Peoples. The General Council and The National Indigenous Council are committed to working 

together on right relations and ñmoving forward in a good wayò.  

 



Next Steps: 

The last phase in the remit process involves the enactment of the remit by the 44
th
 General 

Council at its Annual Meeting in October 2024. In the meantime, the Executive of the General 

Council, The National Indigenous Council, and The National Indigenous Elders Council to-

gether will begin to identify and lay out a framework for the autonomous Indigenous organiza-

tion within The United Church.  

Need to Know More? 

For more information, go to the General Council of The United Church of Canadaôs website 

https://generalcouncil44.ca/council/remit-1-establishing-autonomous-national-indigenous-

organization 

Please also feel free to contact me, one of your lay representatives to Shining Waters Region-

al Council. 

Deborah Hardwick 

debhardwick51@gmail.com  

705-241-9878 

World Day of Prayer 2024 

Grace United Church was the host church for the World 

Day of Prayer 2024. The service was prepared by the 

Christian women of Palestine, with the topic ñI Beg You 

ï Bear with one another in Loveò.  Approximately 80 

people attended on a sunny day, Friday March 1 at 

1:00 pm, with refreshments and fellowship following the 

service.   

The service was presented by representatives of eight 

area churches: Collier Street United, Northwest Barrie 

United, Trinity Anglican, St. Margaretôs Anglican, Westminster Presbyterian, Westside Evan-

gelical Lutheran, Salvation Army and Grace United.  Rev. Dr. Susan Eagle preached an in-

sightful sermon and Janet Kinsey played hymns about peace for the service. Many members 

of Grace participated to make the service a success: preparing the beverages and setting out 

the food and clean up; reading a part in the service; helping with the planning meeting and 

the rehearsal, and ushering and taking up collection. 

Items representing Palestine donated for the altar 

were: olive oil and olives, statues made of olive wood 

and cactus.  Special thanks go to Joanne Polcz for all 

her time and special help to me in organizing the ma-

terials for this special day. 

World Day of Prayer 2025 will be hosted by Westmin-

ster Presbyterian. 

Mary Greiner, Grace Coordinator  

https://generalcouncil44.ca/council/remit-1-establishing-autonomous-national-indigenous-organization
https://generalcouncil44.ca/council/remit-1-establishing-autonomous-national-indigenous-organization
mailto:debhardwick51@gmail.com


On January 21
st
, we had the pleasure of welcom-

ing five new members and a couple of weeks later, 

a sixth new official member to our congregation. A 

decision to become an official member, as op-

posed to being an adherent or an attendee repre-

sents a commitment to both the United Church as 

a whole and to the congregation of our local pasto-

ral charge, which is Grace United Church. Official 

membership can be obtained several ways.  These 

include Adult Baptism, Confirmation, Transfer of Membership from another United Church or 

Protestant Denomination, Renewal of Faith if already confirmed, Profession of Faith and Re-

newal of Membership. 

 

 

 

Paul Burke 

Paul grew up in Toronto and Thornton, starting life as part of the Roman Catholic faith tradi-

tion. He attended school in Barrie, first at St. John Vianney Catholic School and then Barrie 

Central Collegiate. After graduating he took up the local family business, The Flag Store, and 

with marriage to Kerry began to attend Grace United. When not working, Paul loves to play 

music on his own or at Grace or as part of an active jam band, where he plays guitar, mando-

lin and fiddle. He also loves travelling and outdoor camping ï in all seasons of the year! Last 

year he accepted the call to become chair of the Grace Official Board. Paul and Kerry have a 

lively family of six children, and five grandchildren. We receive Paul on profession of faith. 

Welcome Paul! 

 

 

Paul Burke, Rev. Susan, Pat Neil, Shirley Lucas, Denton 

Lucas, Dr. Rick Irvin 

Rev. Susan welcomes Bill 

McKinney. 



Pat Neil  

Pat grew up in Toronto attending Bloor Collegiate and then went to work in the finance de-

partment of Canada Life Insurance. She moved on to working at Oshawa Wholesale and then 

to being head teller for Food City in Barrie. Pat, her husband, Bob, and two children took up 

residence in Ivy, before moving to Thornton and then back to Ivy.  

During this time, Pat moved on to more studies, supply teaching and EA work in the school 

system. As well she became active in the Barrie Association of People with Special Needs 

and supporting special needs baseball. Pat has been an active member of Thornton United 

Church for over 40 years, serving as chair of UCW and helping with stewardship fundraising. 

As well, she served for many years as presbytery rep to Simcoe Presbytery. We receive Pat 

on transfer of membership from Countryside United Church (amalgamation of Thornton and 

Cookstown United Churches). Welcome Pat! 

 

Shirley Lucas 

Shirley was born and raised in New Brunswick, where she became a member of St. Andrewôs 

United Church in Chatham, N.B. Travelling to Ontario at the age of 18, she joined the finance 

world and became a TD branch manager, retiring after 33 years of serving at branches in Eto-

bicoke, Mississauga and Oakville. Not surprising that she and Denton crossed paths during 

that time! Moving her church membership to St. Paulôs Long Branch, which amalgamated with 

Alderwood United in 2017, Shirley also took on duties over the years as church treasurer and 

working on church finance committees. With retirement came time to travel and to spend 

some winters in Florida. Shirley and Denton have three children, three grandchildren and 

three great grandchildren. We receive Shirley on transfer of membership from Alderwood 

United Church, Etobicoke. Welcome Shirley! 

 

Denton Lucas 

Denton was born in Stayner and grew up in Toronto. From high school he moved into the 

world of finance, working his way up to TD Bank branch manager in 1968. As branch manag-

er he worked in various branches throughout the greater Toronto area, the last position being 

Manager of the Mississauga West Commercial Banking Centre. 

Denton has attended various churches over the years with his membership residing at Trinity-

St. Paulôs United Church in Toronto. Since coming to Barrie, he and Shirley have attended 

Painswick United Church. Denton likes to do woodworking and has a great fondness for clas-

sic cars. We receive Denton on transfer of membership from Trinity-St. Paulôs United Church, 

Toronto. Welcome Denton! 

 

Dr. Rick Irvin 

Dr. Rick grew up in Dorchester, Ontario, attending the Anglican Church and studying at 

Clarke Road Secondary School in London. Nine years of studies at Western University and 

McMaster University prepared him for a life of family medical practice. Rick came to Barrie in 

1971 to join the Wellington Medical Group in partnership with Dr. Art Doidge.  

Over the years Rick took a special interest in palliative care and was active in the drive to ed-

ucate professionals and provide better palliative care in hospitals, homes and through the cre-

ation of Hospice Simcoe in 1988.  



Rick is a member of the RVH Doctorôs Bible Study and continues his work in support of Hos-

pice Simcoe. He is also a proud father and grandfather. Actually, it is difficult to know when 

and whether Rick retired, as he continues to actively support and care for many people in our 

community. He also likes to sing to them! We receive Rick on transfer of membership from 

Central United Church, Barrie. Welcome Rick!  

 

Bill McKinney    

Bill grew up in Brampton attending a small rural church also known as Grace United. His 

studies took him to Western University in London, Ontario, and then on to a teaching career - 

first in Gananoque, Quebec, and then in Hamilton, Ontario. 

Returning to Quebec, he was hired through the federal government to teach English as a 

Second language to French-speaking military recruits. That job led to a move to Barrie in 

1972 and a teaching position at Base Borden where he remained until his retirement in 2001. 

A highlight of his career was teaching English as a Second Language to East European sen-

ior military officers as their countries prepared to join NATO in the 1990ôs.  

Retirement brought volunteer work through Meals on Wheels 

and participation in a musical group at East Bayfield Commu-

nity Centre. We receive Bill on transfer of membership from 

Central United Church, Barrie. Welcome Bill! 

 

A warm welcome is extended to Paul, Pat, Shirley, Denton, 

Rick and Bill.  As you can see from the profiles written by Rev. 

Susan, they represent many years of dedication to various 

churches and they bring a myriad of skills, talents and valua-

ble experiences.   

 

ARAPROSDOKIANS...   (Winston Churchill loved them) are figures of speech in which 
the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected; frequently humor-
ous.   

1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it.   

2. I'm supposed to respect my elders, but itôs getting harder and harder for me to find one.  

3. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak.  

4. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.  

5. We never really grow up, we only learn how to act in public.  

6. War does not determine who is right - only who is left.  

7. They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell you why it isn't.  

8. I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted paychecks .  

9. I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you.  

10. Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful man is usually 
another woman.  



 

Celebrating January Birthdays 

Serving up Pancakes on Shrove Tuesday 

Everyone is Irish on St. Patrickôs Day 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Guiding and Scouting Sunday 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

February 18th 



 

 

 

Liam Tomiyoshi Hogan was baptized at Grace on 

January 14, 2024.  The son of Kahori Tomiyoshi and 

John Hogan, he represents Japanese and Irish herit-

age.  As currently the youngest member of the Grace 

family, he is a magnet for admirers and people want-

ing to hold and talk to him.  He stole the show on 

Christmas Eve as the Christmas Baby in the cradle 

with his Mom and Dad representing Mary and Joseph 

in the live nativity.  The angel, Allison Foerster, who 

watched so intently over Liam in the manger took part 

in the baptism ceremony by pouring the water into the 

font, and again standing guard as an angel during the baptism. 

We welcome Kahori, John and Liam into our church family! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Thoughts to Consider: 

¶ The pessimist complains about the wind.  The optimist expects it to 
change. The realist adjusts his sails. 

¶ The biggest joke on mankind is that computers have begun asking humans 
to prove they arenôt a robot.  

Grace Family News 



Mary Boulay was hon-

oured with the presentation 

of a beautiful floral arrange-

ment on the occasion of her 

retirement from the staff of 

Grove Park Home on April 

12
th
.  As a valued and long-

time employee for twenty 

five years, she has served the residents of GPH first in palliative 

care and then through the Senior Encounter Day Program.  More 

recently, she has been responsible for infection control.  She be-

gan her work at GPH on a volunteer and part-time basis and 

eventually this morphed into full time work for many years.  Since 

the pandemic, she has been working part-time again. 

Congratulations Mary and best wishes for a long and happy retirement! 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends: 

I want to thank you for the many expressions of sympathy you shared with us during the re-
cent death of our beloved husband, father, grandfather, brother and uncle, David Black.  Your 
many visits, cards, letters, phone calls and gifts of food were much appreciated.   

"Thank you!" also to Rev. Susan Eagle.  Your visits were meaningful to both of us and much 
appreciated.  Everyone worked well together on the service and several people have com-
mented that it was the nicest funeral they had ever attended.  We have had many compli-
ments on it.  Our thanks are extended to our friend, Rev. Art Storey, who upon learning of Da-
vid's situation, immediately went to visit him.  We were also grateful to have Art take part in 
the funeral service. 

I want to express my grateful thanks to all of you who worked so hard to provide a wonderful 
reception.  I really had no idea that there would be 
so many people in attendance, but David always 
said, "The women of the United Church never run 
out of food," and you didn't.  Whether you set up 
the room, baked, served food or cleaned up, you 
all did an amazing job.   

Thanks to all of you from the bottom of our hearts! 

Lorraine Black & Family 

A Note of Appreciation 



Jason Helmond Brings Home a Bronze Medal 

 

Early March was an exciting time for the Helmond family as Jason 

travelled to Calgary to participate in the Special Olympics Canada 

Winter Games held from February 22 to March 2. Jason was a mem-

ber of the Curling Team.  Of course there 

was a distinctly western theme to the 

games which included competitions for 

eight different winter sports with repre-

sentatives from across Canada.   

Jason and his team came home with a 

Bronze Medal and wonderful memories of 

an incredible experience.  He fully partici-

pated in a wide variety of activities with 

new and old friends and was deeply 

moved by the pageantry and emotion of meaningful opening and 

closing ceremonies. 

Jason and a busload of other Special Olympics athletes and their coaches from the Barrie ar-

ea were met by many excited family members and friends upon their arrival on March 3
rd
 and 

were greeted with a banner made at Grace earlier that Sunday morning. The following Sun-

day, Jason wore his uniform and medal to church and was introduced to the congregation as 

a Special Olympics Medal Winner. 

Congratulations Jason on your special achievement and you have 

every right to be proud of that Bronze Medal!  We are proud of you! 

   



Special Achievement 

 

On April 4
th
 (also her motherôs birthday), Dr. Margo Storey re-

ceived The Trailblazer Award at a gala ceremony in Toronto in 

recognition of her illustrious contribution to Science, Technolo-

gy, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).  This prestigious 

award was presented to Margo and three other women by the 

Universal Womenôs Network based in Calgary for their 

achievements as they lead, inspire and motivate across North 

America. 

Margo is the daughter of Rev. Art and Janet Storey and grew 

up in our congregation while her Dad served as our minister 

for thirty seven years.  She is a graduate of Queenôs University 

and earned her PhD from Dalhousie University in Halifax. As a 

biochemist, she worked first in Denver, Colorado, and for the 

last twenty plus years, she and husband Rob Brown have lived 

in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  She was employed by Apotex, a phar-

maceutical company owned by Barry and Honey Sherman.  

Margoôs nomination for the Trailblazer Award was made by her 

staff at her most recent place of employment, Cronos Group Inc., where she served as Sen-

ior Manager, Extraction and Separation, leading a team of scientists that cultures and purifies 

rare cannabinoids. 

Quoting from the Universal Womenôs Network website: ñA Wom-

en of Inspiration is a role model who inspires those around her 

to do more and be more.  She uses her influence and position of 

power to inspire change in her network, workplace and commu-

nity.  She is admired and respected for her resilience, leadership 

and humility.  She has grit and fights for what she believes in re-

gardless of the barriers.  She isnôt afraid to roll up her sleeves.  

She ignores the naysayers and fearlessly steps outside her com-

fort zone to pave the road for others to follow.ò 

Congratulations Margo on being recognized for all of the above 

and your contributions to society as a whole through your talents, tenacity and influence on 

others as a leader and co-worker! 

 

Another Thought to Consider: 

¶ Sunshine is to flowers as smiles are to humanity. 



 

The Holy Rollers celebrate Mary Hi-

ronsô and Jean Coteôs birthdays. 

Rev. Art Storey and Rev. Dr. Susan Ea-

gle discuss the meaning of Epiphany. 

Holy Humour Sunday 

One of the teams preparing 

the Kiwanis lunches 

Pat Neil wearing her 

Easter bonnet 

Guests at the Busby Cen-

tre will eat well tonight! 

Rev. Philip Cable and Rev. George 

Moore led a very interesting service 

The Holy Rollers in Action 

Participating in the Seder Supper 


