Candidate Accountability
Wednesday, May 11, 2022
Welcome to our Candidate Accountability evening co-sponsored by several community
organizations. Access to politicians and accountability by those politicians is fundamental to
an informed democracy. It is not something to take lightly. We appreciate the effort made by
those candidates who are with us this evening to be available for dialogue and to hear the
concerns of voters.

Background and Questions
Poverty Reduction
As agencies working with low-income households, we regularly hear that the people we support are
making tough choices between paying their rent and buying food and often do not have money left
over for other basic necessities. Charities step in to help, but we are in agreement that the true
solution is increased income.
As of November 2021, more than 843,000 Ontarians relied on Ontario Works and the Ontario
Disability Support program. While the cost of living is going up dramatically, Ontario Works and ODSP
rates have been frozen since 2018.
The maximum benefit for a single adult relying on Ontario Works is $914 a month or $10,963 a year,
including all available tax credits. The maximum benefit for a single adult relying on ODSP is $1,350 a
month or $16,195 including all available tax credits. That means more than 843,000 Ontarians are
living in deep poverty well below Ontario’s poverty line.
Had OW and ODSP rates simply been adjusted for inflation since 2018, a single adult on OW would
have $700 more a year and a single adult on ODSP $1,115 more a year. Rather than programs that
trap people in poverty, we want government programs to lift people out of poverty and give them
options.
a. Will you commit to increasing the OW and ODSP rates to so that everyone relying on social
assistance has enough income to live above the poverty line, and index the rates to the
costs of living?
b. Will you commit to increasing the minimum wage to reflect the actual cost of living, indexed
to the costs of living?
c. Will you commit to creating and implementing a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy
for Ontario, including advocating for a Basic Income Guarantee at the federal level?

Housing & Homelessness
In this election, one of the most important issues is housing: not just housing affordability for first-time
buyers but also for the hundreds of thousands of Ontarians who are struggling to pay the rent or who
have no housing at all.
Over 735,000 Ontario households cannot access a home that they can afford, that does not need
major repairs and/or is not overcrowded - an increase of nearly 20% over the last ten years.
Homelessness and housing needs have not always existed on the scale we see today. The provincial
government has made policy choices that have allowed housing costs to soar while wages and social
assistance programs stagnate.

Deeply affordable housing options are needed now. County of Simcoe staff has told us that the rent
supplement funding they receive from the province is not sufficient to meet the gap between social
assistance rates and market housing rates. Ontario's provincial government must take action to build,
protect, and support deeply affordable community housing.
Meanwhile, the current backlog of cases at the Landlord and Tenant Board is unprecedented, and the
delays are only getting longer. With housing now seen as a commodity for accumulating wealth,
renters need greater protection and better access to justice when facing eviction. LTB hearings
moving completely online have made access nearly impossible for many low-income renters.
a. Will you commit to implementing a strategy to end chronic homelessness with clear and
measurable targets and timelines, and investment that includes emergency and long-term
solutions?
b. Will you commit to building and acquiring homes which are deeply affordable non-profit, coop, and supportive housing as part of a broader supply-based approach to the housing
crisis, and reinvest in existing community housing by supporting needed repairs and
renewal, and ongoing funding for rental assistance?
c. Will you commit to ensuring sufficient capacity at the Landlord and Tenant Board so that
cases can be heard quickly, and are easily accessible?

Environmental Protections & Agriculture
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has outlined that we have little time to correct our
ways in order to have a liveable planet for future generations. One of their key recommendations is to
better protect nature and restrict the urbanization of natural spaces.
Simcoe County is home to large and diverse agriculture and agri-business sectors. And Ontario’s
agri-food sector contributes more than $47 billion in GDP to Canada's economy and supports
860,400 jobs. There are four agriculture and agri-food jobs for every graduate out of a degree or
diploma program. Still, the gap between the demand for workers and available labour in Ontario is
currently 29,000 workers. Now, more than ever, Ontarians are looking to source locally grown
produce, meats, and dairy products. Only 5% of Ontario's land is fit for agricultural production. When
we lose farmland, it is lost forever. Between 1996 and 2016, Ontario lost 1.5 million acres of farmland
to development, the equivalent of 175 acres per day.
Ontario’s Greenbelt has strong policies that restrict development in natural areas as well as strong
policies to protect farmland and nature, but Simcoe County is not included in the Greenbelt.
Fossil fuel infrastructure which includes highways has a disastrous impact on our climate as well as
our communities. The salt loadings from highways leach into water systems, increasing air pollution
and respiratory diseases of those who use the highway frequently as well as those who live near
them. We know that Lake Simcoe is showing signs of stress and scientists predict that the lake could
have toxic levels of salt within 40 years. For this reason, putting more highways around Lake Simcoe
and through our Greenbelt is incompatible with climate action and taking care of the lake.
a. Will you commit to stopping the construction of the Bradford Bypass and the other
Greenbelt highways? (413, 404 extension around Lake Simcoe?)
b. Will you commit to expanding the Greenbelt into Simcoe County to protect our freshwater
resources and farmland?
c. Will you commit to agriculture and rural economic development to support the future of
agriculture?

Our Moderator for this evening is Claudine Cousins
A scholar, practitioner and community changemaker, Claudine
Cousins, Chief Executive Officer of Empower Simcoe, and part-time
teacher in the School of Business at Georgian College, is a
strategic, big-picture thinker with a drive and passion for social
justice issues. Claudine is a local advocate for equity, diversity and
inclusion, and shares her experiences through presentations/
speaking events, mentoring, and being a champion for women.

•

Other information:
Display material for candidates as well as sponsoring community organizations is provided in
the foyer. Please stop by to pick up information and continue the conversation with the
candidates.

Sponsoring Organizations
• Grace United Church Outreach Team
• Simcoe County Alliance to End Homelessness (SCATEH) Barrie Chapter
• Simcoe County Poverty Reduction Task Group
• Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition
• Simcoe County KAIROS

