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It has been 15 months since we went into
a pandemic lock-down that has changed
our lives.

Initially seen as a disruption that would be
harsh but short we were told that a two-week
stay-at-home remedy would allow medical
experts to get control of the virus.

But days stretched into weeks and then into
months, all with the mounting horror of
turning on the nightly news to find out which
long-term care home had more deaths.

For those of us with family members in long-
term care, it was a daily breath-holding moment
to wait for the newest statistics. And a time of
worry, as isolation from family contributed to
health deterioration for many residents.

We learned to cope. To wear masks. To social
distance. To line up outside the grocery store.
To shop online. To Zoom. To wait.

To find other ways to keep our lives going
and to create new norms. And always there was
the knowledge that we would come back
together again and reclaim the life we had
before.

But life isn’t the same as it was. There has
been a shift. In some ways it seems to be a
sadder and wiser world re-emerging from the
pandemic. And while some are emerging more
grateful for our blessings and more determined
to build a world of compassionate justice, it
seems others are returning angry and damaged
from this time apart.

And so it is with some apprehension that we
approach the end of the pandemic. And
wonder what kind of world we are re-entering.

Hard on the heels of the news coverage of
the unmarked graves of children at a
Kamloops residential school comes the
horrifying story of a family killed while out for
an evening walk in their neighbourhood.

Murdered by an act of racist islamophobia.

For many years London was my
neighbourhood too. It was devastating to think
of innocent people targeted by such deliberate
and intentional hate in such a peaceful
community.

Not in Canada, we say.
But then the commentators
who track racist and
homophobic actions
remind us with a litany of
recent atrocities that, yes,
this is the country in which
we live.

And so, even as our
hearts go out to families of
victims, we know that we have to do more than
hang on to an idyllic image of who we think we
are or want to be and instead face the reality of
abuses, assaults, oppression and intolerance.

Why? Because that is the only way we can
move forward and become the country we
want to be – one where there is truly respect
for diversity.

I am very hopeful that the stop and restart of
our lives caused by the pandemic can be a time
of renewal and of rethinking the important
things in our lives. I am hopeful that as we re-
gather we will be more grateful, and more
thoughtful and more active in protecting our
world for the future.

Yes, that is a tall order, but the pandemic has
taught us that we are resilient, It has taught us,
also, how important community is. And many
of us have had more time to appreciate the
natural world around us. With God’s blessing,
may we take those lessons with us as we go.

Rev. Susan

Ministers Message

Signs of Hope and Promise on 

the Grace Church Yard



I t has been 15 months since we went into a 
pandemic lockdown that has changed 
our lives.

Initially seen as a disruption that would be harsh 
but short, we were told that a two-week stay-at-
home remedy would allow medical experts to 
get control of the virus.

But days stretched into weeks and then into 
months, all with the mounting horror of turning 
on the nightly news to find out which long-term 
care home had more deaths.

For those of us with family members in long-
term care, it was a daily breath-holding moment 
to wait for the newest statistics. And a time of 
worry, as isolation from family contributed to 
health deterioration for many residents.

We learned to cope. To wear masks. To social 
distance. To line up outside the grocery store. 
To shop online. To Zoom. To wait.

To find other ways to keep our lives going and 
to create new norms. And always there was the 
knowledge that we would come back together 
again and reclaim the life we had before.

But life isn’t the same as it was. There has been 
a shift. In some ways it seems to be a sadder 
and wiser world re-emerging from the 
pandemic. And while some are emerging more 
grateful for our blessings and more determined 
to build a world of compassionate justice, it 
seems others are returning angry and damaged 
from this time apart.

And so it is with some apprehension that we 
approach the end of the pandemic. And 
wonder what kind of world we are re-entering.

Hard on the heels of the news coverage of the 
unmarked graves of children at a Kamloops 
residential school comes the horrifying story of 
a family killed while out for an evening walk in 
their neighbourhood.

Murdered by an act of racist Islamophobia.

For many years London was my 
neighbourhood too. It was devastating to think 
of innocent people targeted by such deliberate 
and intentional hate in such a peaceful 
community.

Not in Canada, we say. But 
then the commentators 
who track racist and 
homophobic actions 
remind us with a litany of 
recent atrocities that, yes, 
this is the country in which 
we live.

And so, even as our hearts 
go out to families of
victims, we know that we have to do more than 
hang on to an idyllic image of who we think we 
are or want to be and instead face the reality of 
abuses, assaults, oppression and intolerance.

Why? Because that is the only way we can 
move forward and become the country we 
want to be—one where there is truly respect 
for diversity.

I am very hopeful that the stop and restart of 
our lives caused by the pandemic can be a time 
of renewal and of rethinking the important 
things in our lives. I am hopeful that as we 
regather we will be more grateful, and more 
thoughtful, and more active in protecting our 
world for the future.

Yes, that is a tall order, but the pandemic has 
taught us that we are resilient. It has taught us, 
also, how important community is. And many 
of us have had more time to appreciate the 
natural world around us. With God’s blessing, 
may we take those lessons with us as we go.

Rev. Susan

Minister’s Message

Signs of Hope and Promise on 

the Grace Church Yard

•  1  •



Grace United Church

Susan Eagle, B.A., M. Div. D.D.
(H) 705.792.9267
(C) 705.817.3402

susaneagle@graceucc.ca 

Youth Ministries Coordinator 
Robert Murdock 
905.806.0102

Interim Music Director 
Jennifer Cheesman 

705.728.3078
Pianist

Debbie Poole, ARCT, RMT 
249.987.8102
Board Chair
John McLean
705.252.4272

jdomclean@gmail.com 
Minister Emeritus
Rev. Arthur J. Storey 

Voluntary Associate Ministers 
Rev. Bea Arnill

Rev. Thelma Arno�
Rev. David Black

Rev. George Moore 
Technical Team Chair

Don Lynn
Lead Audio Technician

Ken Wa�
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday to Friday
10 am to 1 pm
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Things to do
Summer Events
Wednesday, July 14 at 2:30 pm.
Bible Study Social. Outside at Grace.

Weeks of July 19–23, 26–30; August 2–6, 23–27. 
Vacation Bible Camp activities at Grace.

Thursday, July 22 at 6:30 pm. Campfire for all 
ages with music and refreshments. Outside at 
Grace.

Thursday, July 29 at 7:30 pm. Outdoor Movie 
Night at Grace. More info to come.

Rhythm and Pitch Recognized
Grace United Church, Barrie, extends sincere 
thanks to the New Ministries Fund of The United 
Church of Canada Foundation for their financial 
support. We recently received a $25,000 grant, 
which will assist Rhythm & Pitch and Youth 
Ministry in their programming needs. We are 
grateful to the donors to the fund for their 
generosity. Barbara Moore

Report from the Outreach
Team
Thanks to all those who continue to support the 
breakfast for the marginalized that Grace sponsors 
on Tuesday mornings. Thanks also to Bohemia 
Restaurant that continues to assist us.

Georgian College FoodLocker

Our support for the Georgian College 
FoodLocker has been very much appreciated by 
the students who are trying to make ends meet at a 
time of increasing costs. Nonperishable items can 
be placed in the collection bin outside the church’s 
north doors (under the overhang) each Wednesday 
from 10 am to 1 pm.

Thanks so much for the support.

Have you noticed a new structure on the
Grace front lawn facing Grove Street?

No it’s not an over-
sized bird house. It’s
not a “Tiny House”
for the minister. It’s
not a tool shed. It’s a
neighbourhood
library!

This very attractive
little building
originated within the
Youth Group under
the leadership of
Jeffrey Dale as they
discussed ways of

making better connections with their
community.

The suggestion was then put into action
when arrangements were made for the

construction and installation of the Little Lawn
Library that we see on our property.

It was designed, created and decorated by Keith
and Myrtle Huyer.

The “Librarian” of the Little Lawn Library is
Nancy Musicco and she reports good usage of
this community connection. The concept of
course is that you take a book and leave a book or
borrow a book and return it for someone else to
enjoy.

If you would like to contribute books or want
more information about the Little Lawn Library,
contact Nancy at 705-796-7196.

There seems to be a special interest in children’s
books.

A big THANK YOU is extended to Jeffrey and
the Youth Group, Myrtle and Keith and Nancy
for their part in creating and maintaining this
unique service to the community.

Little Lawn Library

The meditative walk in the neighbourhood
around MacKay United Church in Ottawa kicks
off with a quote from 13th-century Persian
poet Rumi: “There are many roads leading to
God. I’ve chosen that of music and dance.”

There is no live guide speaking the words or
playing the music streaming through earphones.
Instead, the church’s minister Peter Woods, also
a jazz musician, uses SonicMaps, a geolocated
listening platform to facilitate the walk.
Participants tune in by clicking a link or
scanning a QR code. Turning a corner from
one zone in the neighbourhood to the next, the
music and message change.

“As the pandemic unfolded, we quickly
realized t typical ways of sharing music and
spirituality through jazz wasn’t going to happen.
We transitioned our weekly music and
meditation evenings online and embraced other
technologies to minister to people safely.”

“I love how vital the connections have
become amongst artists, across tech platforms
and with spiritually resonant friends. Music, in
this context, is the soundtrack to sacred
moments and revelations. I feel great joy to
witness this work unfolding. Improvised music
is so often in service of the sacred, but now
more than ever,” says Woods.

Sonic walks and online music collaborations
are the tip of the creative iceberg.
The church hosted a bustling night market

serving up local food and showcasing the work
of artisans beneath a moody cover of white
lights and floating jazz. Most recently, Woods
released a meditative video called featuring
original music coupled with photographs taken
by the United Church’s General Secretary
Michael Blair.
Many of his most innovative projects have

been supported through the United Church
Foundation and Mission & Service .

An innovative meditation walk - Mission and Service
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food and showcasing the work of artisans 
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Foundation and Mission & Service.
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Throughout the challenges of lockdowns and
breakdowns and ice and snow and rain our team
continues to monitor what’s happening in, on
and around the church. John I. and Keith spent
many icy hours working on thawing out the

downspouts and installing new cables to keep 
the water draining off the roof.
I am good at boiling water so managed to get 

a minor position on the defrosting team.
Spring has sprung as have the flowers and 

weeds and some good gremlins seem to look 
after flowers and pick up garbage that blows in 
on a regular basis.
If you are a gremlin and do good deeds to 

keep things looking good, please know your 
efforts do not go unnoticed.
Spring also means more water coming down 

and coming in, as was the case this year.
More work is being done to ensure that we 

will remain drier as wet seasons come and go. 
Our ongoing expenses associated with city 
regulations resulted in some upgrades to our

sump water discharge and will ensure 
compliance with ever-changing requirements 
going forward.
All this is designed to keep our water systems 

safe at Grace and in our neighbourhood.
(As I re-read my report I must add an update 

to include the latest water dilemma.
Our sump upgrades turned into nightmares 

and we are still looking for the final fix. We are 
currently waiting for quotes on this water 
challenge.
Watch for the next chapter in my upcoming 

autobiography “Whatever was I Thinking Dr. 
Freud?”)

The foyer
rejuvenation had
a good start with
the floor
installation
being
completed.
Then another

lockdown put 
our painting on hold until we are able to safely 
get a crew together for the next phase.
If you are one of those rare people who love 

to paint or fix drywall (we have a hole that 
needs a patch) please call me.
I’d be happy to add you to our paint team. 

I’m good at boiling water (see above) so there 
will be tea and coffee…and maybe a treat.
Bit by bit the to-do list appears to out run the 

jobs complete list, but our team hopes to keep 
things in good order.
As we head into summer the grounds will need 

mowing and weeding so we will trade in our 
boots and parkas for sneakers and T-shirts. The 
boys with mowers tried their best to keep the 
dandelions at bay.
Six cuts in about a week must be a new record 

for us at Grace—don’t think we want to go for a 
bigger number any time soon. (Continued...)

Contiued from previous page
For those who have gardening skills, or a

penchant to dig in the dirt, or mow a big lawn
you might consider helping out throughout the
summer.
Again give me a call and we’ll find a place for

you to join the fun.
Enjoy the chance to get out and enjoy some of
the local beauty.
Wendy Brown
Wendybrown5257@gmail.com
705-721-4287

Weed whackers and water woes

We have a core group of youth and young
adults associated with Grace.
They continue to be supported by the

Superintendent and teachers, and a UCC resource
known as GO, providing them weekly
engagement opportunities, and possibly this
summer’s version of Vacation Bible Camp.

Our Tuesday Night Progressive Christianity
continues via Zoom.
We’ve just finished a “Living the Questions”

series entitled “Beyond Belief ” featuring the ideas
of the late Lutheran theologian, Marcus Borg,
with commentary by his widow, and Anglican
priest. Marianne Borg.
We’re trying to incorporate more indigenous

spiritual ideas, so, to that end, some are signed up
for a three week look at The Doctrine of
Discovery put on by Kairos.
We have tentative plans to offer this series

ourselves in the fall, as Dave and Bonnie have
previewed the curriculum.
We’ll continue on until the end of June,

probably meeting monthly or biweekly in July and
August just to socialize, yack and stay in touch.

The Wednesday morning Lectio Divina bible
study also continues by Zoom, led ably by our
wealth of ministers – called, voluntary associate,
emeritus and lay worship.
This will continued formally until the 19th of

June, when we’ll pause, and resume in the fall.
Bette McCracken

Face Masks
Please let Val Darling know if you would like a
new face mask or two.
There are some new patterns with summer
themes! Once again, please make a donation to
Grace United Church.
To order, please call Val at 705.719.1821 (leave a
message), or email valiand@live.ca

What Faith Formation
and Christian
Education is Up To

Did you say pie?
Not even a pandemic can stop the flood of
strawberries from leaving the kitchen at
Grace as illustrated by Mary Greiner. No
word on numbers, but the pies from this
year’s sales were flying out the doors.
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bigger number any time soon.
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and Christian
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We have a core group of youth and young adults 
associated with Grace.
They continue to be supported by the 

Superintendent and teachers, and a UCC resource 
known as GO, providing them weekly 
engagement opportunities, and possibly this 
summer’s version of Vacation Bible Camp.

Our Tuesday Night Progressive Christianity 
continues via Zoom.
We’ve just finished a “Living the Questions” 

series entitled “Beyond Belief ” featuring the 
ideas of the late Lutheran theologian, Marcus 
Borg, with commentary by his widow, and 
Anglican priest Marianne Borg.
We’re trying to incorporate more Indigenous 

spiritual ideas, so, to that end, some are signed up 
for a three-week look at The Doctrine of 
Discovery put on by Kairos.
We have tentative plans to offer this series 

ourselves in the fall, as Dave and Bonnie have 
previewed the curriculum.
We’ll continue on until the end of June, 

probably meeting monthly or biweekly in July and 
August just to socialize, yack and stay in touch.

The Wednesday morning Lectio Divina bible study 
also continues by Zoom, led ably by our wealth of 
ministers—called, voluntary associate, emeritus 
and lay worship.
This continued formally until June 19. We have 

paused for the summer, to resume in the Fall.
Bette McCracken

Face Masks
Please let Val Darling know if you would like a 
new face mask or two. There are some new 
patterns with summer themes! Once again, please 
make a donation to Grace United Church. To 
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Not even a pandemic can stop the flood of 
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Grace as illustrated by Mary Greiner. No 
word on numbers, but the pies from this 
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Continued from previous page
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a penchant to dig in the dirt, or mow a big 
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New Arrivals
Some Grace families have been celebrating the arrival of grandchildren and great-grandchildren;
for the first time, which is really exciting!

Kathy and Richard Harrison became grandparents for the first time with
the arrival on March 15th of their special granddaughter, Frankie Laura
Lee Harrison. The proud parents are their son Ryan and his partner
Tanya. The happy family lives in Barrie.

There was shouting from the rooftops of another
nearby home when Wendy and Jack Brown

learned of the arrival of their first grandchild, Asher Patrick Brown.
Wendy and Jack assumed their long-awaited role as grandparents on March
31st. Asher arrived just fifteen minutes before becoming an April Fool’s
baby and sharing a birthday with his father. He had also missed sharing a
birthday with his Grandpa Jack by seven days.

Brenda Martin is celebrating the arrival of her first great-grandchild on January 3, 2021. Bennett
lives in Barrie also, but like the other grandparents, because of the pandemic, they haven’t been able

to spend as much time with the babies as they would like. Brenda was
able to share St. Patrick’s Day with her great-grandson and does see him
every day on video chat.

Congratulations to all the parents, grandparents and great-grandparents
and their families!

In the 1960s, for a teacher who wanted to have
a spring wedding, it meant it had to be planned
to coincide with the Easter Weekend, which at
that time was followed by a week of holidays,
which we now know as Spring Break.

In 1961,
Easter
Saturday
happened
to fall on
April 1st
so, for
Pauline
Irish and
Bruce
Chappell,
that
meant
having an 
April

Fool’s Day wedding. It turned out to be no joke 
and this year they celebrated (as best they could), 
60 years of wedded life!

As the proprietors of Chappell Farms planning 
to open the following day for their Spring 
Festival, and then finding out with one day’s 
notice that a Stay-at-Home Order was being 
enacted, their celebration was limited to a special 
catered dinner provided by their family that was 
interrupted several times with telephone calls 
about the festival.

Pauline and Bruce were married on April 1st in a 
ceremony at Vasey United Church, now the 
home of Trinity United Church.

For Pauline, who at the time was teaching at a 
one-room school house in Anton Mills, it meant 
moving into the family home on a farm that has 
been in the Chappell family since 1834.

Pauline jokes that she not only moved into an 
already furnished home, but there were people 
on the furniture! Bruce’s father had passed 
away while Bruce was in high school and the 
farm house was still home to his grandmother, 
mother and sister. Talk about an instant family!

By arranging hired help to run the farm, Bruce 
managed to get in one year of education at the 
Ontario Agriculture College in Guelph, but 
eventually had to leave the program to return 
home to manage the farm.

For many years they operated a thriving dairy 
farm with a herd of registered Holsteins and a 
milk contract.

They started growing and selling sweet corn 
and eventually they ventured into agri-tourism 
with the opening of Chappell Farms as a 
popular destination.

Pauline and Bruce have a very busy life with all 
the farm-related activities, raising a family of six 
children, being highly involved with Grace 
United Church, participating in their children’s 
sporting adventures of ringette, hockey and 
baseball, and finding time to play cards.

In between all their activities, both Pauline and 
Bruce were real estate agents for a number of 
years.

Currently, they both are involved in the broader 
United Church as Regional (the successor of 
Presbytery) Representatives.

For many years, Pauline was the Sunday School 
Superintendent at Grace and was part of many 
groups and activities including the Ladies of 
Grace, our Special Receptions Team and the 
Official Board.  (Continued...)

Anniversary continued from previous page
Bruce was a longtime leader of the Property

Team and member of the Official Board as
well.

Along with their church involvement, Pauline
has been actively involved with the Women’s
Institute and Bruce has served on various local
committees and teams.

Their family now includes eleven grandchildren,
two of which recently announced engagements
so their family will continue to grow.

We thank Pauline and Bruce for their
commitment and dedication to Grace United
Church as well as their community and wish
them many more years of good health and
much happiness together! Congratulations!

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary
Pauline and Bruce Chappell
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Lee Harrison. The proud parents are their son Ryan and his partner 
Tanya. The happy family lives in Barrie.

There was shouting from the rooftops of another
nearby home when Wendy and Jack Brown

learned of the arrival of their first grandchild, Asher Patrick Brown.
Wendy and Jack assumed their long-awaited role as grandparents on March
31st. Asher arrived just fifteen minutes before becoming an April Fool’s
baby and sharing a birthday with his father. He had also missed sharing a
birthday with his Grandpa Jack by seven days.

Brenda Martin is celebrating the arrival of her first great-grandchild on January 3, 2021. Bennett 
lives in Barrie also, but like the other grandparents, because of the pandemic, they haven’t been able

to spend as much time with the babies as they would like. Brenda was
able to share St. Patrick’s Day with her great-grandson and does see him
every day on video chat.

Congratulations to all the parents, grandparents and great-grandparents
and their families!

In the 1960s, for a teacher who wanted to have
a spring wedding, it meant it had to be planned
to coincide with the Easter Weekend, which at
that time was followed by a week of holidays,
which we now know as Spring Break.

In 1961,
Easter
Saturday
happened
to fall on
April 1st
so for
Pauline
Irish and
Bruce
Chappell,
that
meant
having an
April

Fool’s Day wedding. It turned out to be no joke
and this year they celebrated (as best they
could), sixty years of wedded life!

As the proprietors of Chappell Farms
planning to open the following day for their
Spring Festival, and then finding out with one
day’s notice that a Stay at Home Order was
being enacted, their celebration was limited to a
special catered dinner provided by their family
that was interrupted several times with
telephone calls about the festival.

Pauline and Bruce were married on April 1st in
a ceremony at Vasey United Church, now the
home of Trinity United Church.

For Pauline who at the time was teaching at a
one room school house in Anton Mills, it meant
moving into the family home on a farm that has
been in the Chappell family since 1834.

Pauline jokes that she not only moved into an
already furnished home, but there were people
on the furniture! Bruce’s father had passed
away while Bruce was in high school and the
farm house was still home to his grandmother,
mother and sister. Talk about an instant family!

By arranging hired help to run the farm,
Bruce managed to get in one year of education
at the Ontario Agriculture College in Guelph,
but eventually had to leave the program to
return home to manage the farm.

For many years they operated a thriving dairy
farm with a herd of registered Holsteins and a
milk contract.

They started growing and selling sweet corn
and eventually they ventured into agri-tourism
with the opening of Chappell Farms as a
popular destination..

Pauline and Bruce have a very busy life with
all the farm related activities, raising a family of
six children, being highly involved with Grace
United Church, participating in their children’s
sporting adventures of ringette, hockey and
baseball and finding time to play cards.

In between all their activities, both Pauline
and Bruce were real estate agents for a number
of years.

Currently, they both are involved in the
broader United Church as Regional (the
successor of Presbytery) Representatives.

For many years, Pauline was the Sunday
School Superintendent at Grace and was part of
many groups and activities including the Ladies
of Grace, our Special Receptions Team and the
Official Board.

Anniversary continued from previous page
Bruce was a longtime leader of the Property 
Team and member of the Official Board as well.

Along with their church involvement, Pauline 
has been actively involved with the Women’s 
Institute and Bruce has served on various local 
committees and teams.

Their family now includes 11 grandchildren, two 
of which recently announced engagements so 
their family will continue to grow.

We thank Pauline and Bruce for their 
commitment and dedication to Grace United 
Church as well as their community and wish 
them many more years of good health and 
much happiness together! Congratulations!

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary
Pauline and Bruce Chappell
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church activities, she appreciates being remembered by the church and receiving communications
and updates.

Stella, we want to let you know that you are missed, but remembered with fondness and that best
wishes are coming your way on this special occasion and every day! Congratulations and Happy 90th
Birthday!

Again, the pandemic restrictions played havock with plans to celebrate Jack Hirons’ 90th Birthday
on April 10th. However, it didn’t stop his many family members and friends from extending their
congratulations and best wishes through cards and telephone calls.

Jack was born in Burlington, Ontario and moved around to various cities and towns in Ontario
where his father worked until when he was eleven, the family settled in Ivy. After elementary school,

he attended continuation school in Thornton and then Grades 12 and
13 at Central Collegiate in Barrie.

After a brief stint in the Air Force, he returned to Ivy and began his
career with now known as the Ministry of Transportation and
Communication, as a weigh man, when Highway 400 was being built.
He joined a survey crew and this eventually led to an opportunity in
Toronto in concrete analysis, where he became a Laboratory Operations
Supervisor.

In the meantime, Jack had met the woman of his dreams, a lovely
young nurse by the name of Mary Ellis who had grown up in Utopia and a year after her graduation
as a RN from the Royal Victory School of Nursing; they were married one day before his birthday
in 1960 at St. George’s Anglican Church in Utopia.

The next year, they purchased their first home in Scarborough where they had a busy family life,
balancing the raising of their two daughters, two flourishing careers, church and community life and
keeping in touch with extended family.

Jack retired in 1988 and Mary the following year and they moved from Scarborough to Owen
Sound. Jack got involved with volunteer landscaping at the Billy Bishop Museum and kept busy
looking after his own yard and home, doing some traveling and spending time with friends. Their
next move was to Barrie in 1995, primarily to take care of Jack’s mother whose health was failing.
Upon the recommendation of Mary’s uncle, John Denney, the Hirons became involved with Grace
United Church and our congregation has benefited in so many ways from that decision.
Jack also volunteered at the Simcoe County Museum, cutting and trimming grass and generally
taking care of the appearance of the grounds. According to his family, his principal hobby was
washing and polishing his vehicle!

Special Birthdays
It’s always a pleasure to extend birthday greetings and best wishes to those of our 

church family who are celebrating special birthdays or anniversaries.
Please keep us informed of these milestone occasions so that everyone can be 

acknowledged, celebrated and congratulated.

Stella Dalziel celebrated her second COVID-19 birthday on March 3rd, but this year was a 
special milestone birthday as it was her 90th! She was treated to a socially distanced visit and 
a special dinner and birthday cake delivered by her family, but 

the celebration had to be low key because of the 
pandemic.

Stella, nee Davis, was born in St. Catharines into a 
family that eventually included seven brothers and 
three sisters. They moved to a farm on the outskirts 
of a small, nearby village called Tintern, which 
consisted of a school, a United Church, a general 
store and a garage and some residences. She 
attended the one-room school for her elementary

education and high school meant walking or finding a ride to Beamsville, which was a considerable 
distance.

Stella’s first job was in a jewelry store and then she worked as a secretary for the Township of 
Grantham. She boarded first at the local YWCA and then with the Campbell family. A young lady 
that lived across the street from the Campbells had a connection with friends in Midland and 
introduced Stella to a handsome young man she had met on a camping trip. Stella and Elwood,
(better known as Boo) were married in the little United Church in Tintern on September 13, 1958 
and set up their first home in Midland. Stella worked at a hardware store until two children, Pam and 
Matthew, came into their lives. Boo was a transport driver and eventually the Midland company 
closed and he started driving for another company in Barrie. After a brief stay at an apartment in 
Barrie and then at a house in Waverley, they moved to Barrie.

Sadly, Boo passed away in 1982 at the age of 58. After Boo’s passing, Stella began attending Grace 
United Church and got involved with many activities and served as Secretary of the Official Board 
for several years. Meanwhile, she worked at National Trust in downtown Barrie and had a busy life 
balancing work, being as a single parent, maintaining a house and yard, and participating in church 
events until retirement. Stella has always been an avid gardener, and enjoys reading and doing 
crossword puzzles. Every chance she got, she would travel back to the Vineland area to visit 
brothers and sisters and nieces and nephews to stay connected with her extended family.

Pam and husband Kevin and daughter Courtney live in Thornton and Matthew resides with his 
mother in a condo on Jacob’s Terrace. Stella enjoys relatively good health with a few mobility issues 
and is quite happy and content to be at home. Although she can no longer actively participate in
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church activities, she appreciates being remembered by the church and receiving communications
and updates.

Stella, we want to let you know that you are missed, but remembered with fondness and that best
wishes are coming your way on this special occasion and every day! Congratulations and Happy 90th
Birthday!

Again, the pandemic restrictions played havock with plans to celebrate Jack Hirons’ 90th Birthday 
on April 10th. However, it didn’t stop his many family members and friends from extending their 
congratulations and best wishes through cards and telephone calls.

Jack was born in Burlington, Ontario and moved around to various cities and towns in Ontario 
where his father worked until when he was 11, the family settled in Ivy. After elementary school,

he attended continuation school in Thornton and then Grades 12 and 
13 at Central Collegiate in Barrie.

After a brief stint in the Air Force, he returned to Ivy and began his 
career with what is now known as the Ministry of Transportation and 
Communication, as a weigh man, when Highway 400 was being built. 
He joined a survey crew and this eventually led to an opportunity in 
Toronto in concrete analysis, where he became a Laboratory Operations 
Supervisor.

In the meantime, Jack had met the woman of his dreams, a lovely 
young nurse by the name of Mary Ellis who had grown up in Utopia and a year after her graduation 
as a RN from the Royal Victory School of Nursing; they were married one day before his birthday 
in 1960 at St. George’s Anglican Church in Utopia.

The next year, they purchased their first home in Scarborough where they had a busy family life, 
balancing the raising of their two daughters, two flourishing careers, church and community life, and 
keeping in touch with extended family.

Jack retired in 1988 and Mary the following year and they moved from Scarborough to Owen 
Sound. Jack got involved with volunteer landscaping at the Billy Bishop Museum and kept busy 
looking after his own yard and home, doing some traveling and spending time with friends. Their 
next move was to Barrie in 1995, primarily to take care of Jack’s mother whose health was failing. 
Upon the recommendation of Mary’s uncle, John Denney, the Hirons became involved with Grace 
United Church and our congregation has benefited in so many ways from that decision.
Jack also volunteered at the Simcoe County Museum, cutting and trimming grass and generally 
taking care of the appearance of the grounds. According to his family, his principal hobby was 
washing and polishing his vehicle!  (Continued...)

Special Birthdays
It’s always a pleasure to extend birthday greetings and best wishes to those of our church
family who are celebrating special birthdays or anniversaries. Please keep us informed of

these milestone occasions so that everyone can be acknowledged, celebrated and
congratulated.

Stella Dalziel celebrated her second Covid birthday on March 3rd, but this year was a special
milestone birthday as it was her 90th! She was treated to a socially distanced visit and a special

dinner and birthday cake delivered by her family, but
the celebration had to be low key because of the
pandemic.

Stella, nee Davis, was born in St. Catharines into a
family that eventually included seven brothers and
three sisters. They moved to a farm on the outskirts
of a small, nearby village called Tintern, which
consisted of a school, a United Church, a general
store and a garage and some residences. She
attended the one room school for her elementary

education and high school meant walking or finding a ride to Beamsville, which was a considerable
distance.

Stella’s first job was in a jewelry store and then she worked as a secretary for the Township of
Grantham. She boarded first at the local YWCA and then with the Campbell family. A young lady
that lived across the street from the Campbells had a connection with friends in Midland and
introduced Stella to a handsome young man she had met on a camping trip. Stella and Elwood,
(better known as Boo) were married in the little United Church in Tintern on September 13, 1958
and set up their first home in Midland. Stella worked at a hardware store until two children, Pam
and Matthew came into their lives. Boo was a transport driver and eventually the Midland company
closed and he started driving for another company in Barrie. After a brief stay at an apartment in
Barrie and then at a house in Waverley, they moved to Barrie.

Sadly, Boo passed away on 1982 at the age of 58. After Boo’s passing, Stella began attending Grace
United Church and got involved with many activities and served as Secretary of the Official Board
for several years. Meanwhile, she worked at National Trust in downtown Barrie and had a busy life
balancing work, being as a single parent, maintaining a house and yard and participating in church
events until retirement. Stella has always been an avid gardener and enjoys reading and doing
crossword puzzles. Every chance she got, she would travel back to the Vineland area to visit
brothers and sisters and nieces and nephews to stay connected with her extended family.

Pam and husband Kevin and daughter Courtney live in Thornton and Matthew resides with his
mother in a condo on Jacob’s Terrace. Stella enjoys relatively good health with a few mobility issues
and is quite happy and content to be at home. Although she can no longer actively participate in
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Birthday continued
Unfortunately, Jack’s declining health meant the sale of their summer home and eventually their 
lovely Barrie home and they moved to a bungalow in Wasaga Beach. Jack fully enjoys visits from his 
family, which now includes his two daughters, Joanne and Lori, four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Congratulations Jack on this milestone birthday and we all wish you good health and 
much happiness.

Happy 101st Birthday
Gladys Hepburn celebrated her 101st Birthday on February 13th 

at Grove Park Home. Last year on her 100th Birthday, she was 
fortunate to have been able to have a lovely party with family and 
friends just before the pandemic shut down all such celebrations 
and visits. This year was much different, but her family was able 
to provide a beautiful cake and of course their love and best 
wishes remotely.

We at Grace add our congratulation and best wishes to Gladys!
Happy 101st Birthday.

A special birthday
celebration for a special
young man
On June 7, Jason Helmond 
celebrated his 30th Birthday with a 
drive-past by many family members, 
neighbours and friends.

Jason is well known for his interest, participation and support of
community events, politics and many charities. He was publicly acknowledged and thanked for his 
many and varied contributions to the city with the presentation of the 2019 Spirit Catcher Award 
by the City of Barrie.

Congratulations Jason on your 30th Birthday from all your friends at Grace United Church.

In spite of Covid, the Outreach Committee has
remained active throughout the past several
months.

Susan’s inquiry into how Grace might help a
newly-created breakfast program downtown for
those seeking shelter in the cold winter months
has opened up a growing involvement in
outreach to those facing shelter and food
insecurity in our community.

While she has headed up an effort to provide
breakfast on Tuesday mornings in the Salvation
Army parking lot, she has also pulled together a
weekly Monday morning zoom meeting
involving representatives from the city and
county, from many of our local churches
(especially the downtown churches) and local
agencies providing support to those in need.
And this has spawned additional projects that
our Outreach Committee has embraced.

Plans are underway to create a Little Pantry-
similar to our Little Library on our Grove Street
lawn – that will offer non-perishable food items
for folks to take if they need nourishment.

It will be replenished not only on occasion by
the Food Bank, but also by any members of
Grace and/or neighbours who wish to
contribute.

A map provided by the Barrie Food Bank has
underscored the need for this resource in our
own community. Watch the weekly
congregational letter for further information on
this project.

This zoom connection has also enhanced many
of our social justice initiatives. Jeffrey Dale has
provided valuable information and resources to
support the City’s decision on a Safe
Consumption Site in Barrie – an effort that was
underscored in a letter of support from Grace
United Church.

Our Board also wrote letters to elected
representatives regarding other critical issues:

1. Opposing the approval of university
status for Canadian Christian College by the
Ontario Ministry of Education because of its
discriminatory and anti-Muslim values

2. Expressing shock at the discovery of
251 bodies of children from the Residential
School in Kamloops BC and supporting the
approval of all the recommendations of
Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Committee

3. Supporting amendments to the City of
Barrie’s Official Plan that includes the need for
warming and cooling centres in our city.
While the city’s Food Bank has not been open
to receiving food donations, we have
encouraged folks to make a financial
contribution as well as to contribute non-
perishable food donations to the Georgian
College Food Locker.

Special thanks to Tim for putting out a
donation box each Wednesday morning for
drive-through contributions.

Our Lenten Loot initiative brought in almost
$1400 for the Gilbert Center’s Harm Reduction
Program. Our Mother’s Day project exceeded
our expectations, providing gift cards to the
women residing in the Women and Children’s
Centre as well as an additional $365 for
additional supports for their programming.

A request for seedlings this spring to help the
Barrie Native Friendship Centre with its
community garden not only provided additional
plants but also additional financial support.

A plan to host a community spring cleanup in
recognition of Earth Day had to be postponed
to the Fall due to the Ontario Government’s
Stay At Home Order.

Look for upcoming news in the weekly
newsletter regarding the rescheduling of this
good neighbour task.

From your small but very active Outreach
Committee.

Successful Outreach project tackles hunger
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Unfortunately, Jack’s declining health meant the sale of their summer home and eventually their
lovely Barrie home and they moved to a bungalow in Wasaga Beach. Jack fully enjoys visits from his
family, which now includes his two daughters, Joanne and Lori, four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Congratulations Jack on this milestone birthday and we all wish you good health and
much happiness.

Happy 101st Birthday
Gladys Hepburn celebrated her 101st Birthday on February 13th at
Grove Park Home. Last year on her 100th Birthday, she was
fortunate to have been able to have a lovely party with family and
friends just before the pandemic shut down all such celebrations and
visits. This year was much different, but her family was able to
provide a beautiful cake and of course their love and best wishes
remotely.

We at Grace add our congratulation and best wishes to Gladys!
Happy 101st Birthday.

A special birthday
celebration for a special
young man
On June 7th, Jason Helmond
celebrated his Thirtieth Birthday
with a drive-past by many family
members, neighbours and friends.

Jason is well known for his interest, participation and support of
community events, politics and many charities. He was publicly acknowledged and thanked for his
many and varied contributions to the city with the presentation of the 2019 Spirit Catcher Award by
the City of Barrie.

Congratulations Jason on your 30th birthday from all your friends at Grace United Church.

In spite of COVID-19, the Outreach 
Committee has remained active throughout the 
past several months.

Susan’s enquiry into how Grace might help a 
newly created breakfast program downtown for 
those seeking shelter in the cold winter months 
has opened up a growing involvement in 
outreach to those facing shelter and food 
insecurity in our community.

While she has headed up an effort to provide 
breakfast on Tuesday mornings in the Salvation 
Army parking lot, she has also pulled together a 
weekly Monday morning zoom meeting 
involving representatives from the city and 
county, from many of our local churches
(especially the downtown churches) and local 
agencies providing support to those in need. 
And this has spawned additional projects that 
our Outreach Committee has embraced.

Plans are underway to create a Little Pantry—
similar to our Little Library on our Grove Street 
lawn—that will offer non-perishable food items 
for folks to take if they need nourishment.

It will be replenished not only on occasion by 
the Food Bank, but also by any members of 
Grace and/or neighbours who wish to 
contribute.

A map provided by the Barrie Food Bank has 
underscored the need for this resource in our 
own community. Watch the weekly 
congregational letter for further information on 
this project.

This zoom connection has also enhanced many 
of our social justice initiatives. Jeffrey Dale has 
provided valuable information and resources to 
support the City’s decision on a Safe 
Consumption Site in Barrie—an effort that was 
underscored in a letter of support from Grace 
United Church.

Our Board also wrote letters to elected 
representatives regarding other critical issues:

• Opposing the approval of university status
for Canadian Christian College by the
Ontario Ministry of Education because of
its discriminatory and anti-Muslim values.

• Expressing shock at the discovery of 251
bodies of children from the Residential
School in Kamloops, BC and supporting the
approval of all the recommendations of
Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation
Committee.

• Supporting amendments to the City of
Barrie’s Official Plan that includes the need
for warming and cooling centres in our city.
While the city’s Food Bank has not been
open to receiving food donations, we have
encouraged folks to make a financial
contribution, as well as to contribute
nonperishable food donations to the
Georgian College FoodLocker.

Special thanks to Tim Bridges for putting out a 
donation box each Wednesday morning for 
drive-through contributions.

Our Lenten Loot initiative brought in almost
$1,400 for the Gilbert Centre’s Harm Reduction 
Program. Our Mother’s Day project exceeded 
our expectations, providing gift cards to the 
women residing in the Women and Children’s 
Centre, as well as $365 for additional support 
for their programming.

A request for seedlings this spring to help the 
Barrie Native Friendship Centre with its 
community garden not only provided additional 
plants, but also additional financial support.

A plan to host a community spring cleanup in 
recognition of Earth Day had to be postponed 
to the Fall due to the Ontario Government’s 
Stay-At-Home Order. Look for upcoming news 
in the weekly newsletter regarding the 
rescheduling of this good-neighbour task.

From your small but very active 
Outreach Committee

Successful Outreach project tackles hunger
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Over the past several months, a number of
Grace folks have been on the move!

After some time in hospital as well as the IOOF
campus of RVH, Muriel McKee is now in
Long Term Care at Roberta Place.

Marge Wagner has moved from Sandy Cove
Acres in Innisfil to the IOOF Seniors
Apartments on Dean Avenue in Barrie

Muriel Thomas has moved to Lindsay to be
closer to her daughter and family at the William
Place Retirement Residence.

Elizabeth and John Quick have moved into
their brand new home in Innisfil.

Nancy Usher-Desjarlais and Larry
Desjarlais have moved across the street to live
with Nancy’s mother, Muriel Usher.

Beth and Paul Duncan are now living at a new
address in Springwater Township.

Daisy, Bob, Jessicalyn and Jesse Hamilton
have moved to New Brunswick.

Nancy Mussico has moved from her farm in
Oro-Medonte to a home in Barrie quite close to
Grace.

Andy Nitsche has been posted to Winnipeg,
Manitoba.

David Skelly has moved from his residence in
Oro-Medonte to Orillia.

Bonnie and Ron Whitehead are currently
living in the Lindsay area, but are looking for
accommodation in or near Barrie.

Edward Long has moved to Kitchener to be
closer to his sister.

Joan Mercure has moved to Burnt River,
Ontario.

Bernice Clarke has moved to her own suite in
her daughter’s home in Thornton.

Myrtle and Keith Huyer have a new telephone
number.

Sue Nyers has moved to a seniors’ residence
on Grove Street.

Peter Moore has moved from his apartment on
West Street to the Leacock Home on Museum
Drive in Orillia.

June and Don Willett have moved from
Hickling Trail and are now living in Hillsdale.

After 42 years in her apartment at Blake and
Johnson Streets, Margaret Bates is moving to
Allandale Station.

Marnie and Don Lynn have sold their home
in Victoria Harbour and are looking for a condo
in Barrie by October.

We send our best wishes to all of these people
and hope that they are happy and healthy in
their new homes.

Current Grace Congregational Directories with updated
addresses are available by contacting Sharon Bell at the
Church Office for an electronic version or Barb Mercer
at 705-728-6734 for a printed copy

Poverty can happen very quickly to anyone.
Aware that some pandemic-related relief 
programs (such as the Canada Emergency 
Response Benefit, CERB) were scheduled
to wind up in July, United Church of Canada 
Moderator Richard Bott has written to elected 
officials encouraging them to seize the moment 
to roll out a universal basic income program in 
collaboration with the provinces, territories, and 
Indigenous leadership.
“It is my belief,” he writes, “that our collective 
experience as Canadians during COVID-19 
presents a vital
opportunity.... [T]ogether
we can take important 
steps to protect the health 
and safety of all Canadians 
going forward.”
A growing movement of
senators, Anglican and
Evangelical Lutheran
bishops, and many more
across Canada are calling
for a universal basic
income.
The use of “guaranteed”
signals a focus on ensuring
a level of income for all.
Emphasis is on its being available to anyone 
below a certain income level (universally 
accessible) rather than necessarily paid out to 
everyone and then clawed back, which for some 
is what universal implies.

Take Action
Call or write to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance Chrystia Freeland, and ask them to 
seize this moment to roll out a guaranteed 
livable income program in collaboration with 
the provinces, territories, and Indigenous 
leadership.

 Develop and implement a program that 
provides an adequate living level for everyone 
and addresses the persistent inequities that exist 
within the present wage and social benefit 
structures of our country.

You can write your own letter. Justin Trudeau’s 
email is pm@pm.gc.ca and Chrystia Freeland’s 
email is Chrystia.Freeland@parl.gc.ca. Please cc 
takeaction@united-church.ca and your own 
member of Parliament.
Background
The United Church of Canada affirms that a 
guaranteed annual income is the most efficient 
way of ensuring that all Canadians will have a 
secure economic floor.
  Since 1972, the United Church has advocated 
a policy of guaranteed annual income that is

more 
equitable and 
less 
expensive 
and 
complicated 
to administer 
than the 
numerous 
government 
support 
programs 
presently 
available.

  Since then, national and international studies 
and programs have shown that a universal basic 
income is both affordable and had beneficial 
effects in the areas of health, justice, education, 
and social welfare. Indigenous members of the 
United Church have described how structural 
inequities in Canadian society continue to be 
reinforced in this time of pandemic. Low-
income racialized communities have been hit 
hardest by COVID-19 and its economic impact. 
A guaranteed livable income would assist all, 
but especially those in our society who are 
economically disadvantaged.
 Please note that the terms “universal basic 
income” (UBI) and guaranteed livable income 
used here do not endorse any particular design. 
The intent of the Moderator's letter and this 
Take Action is to raise up principles on which a 
program for basic income would be designed 
and implemented.

Moderator Calls for Livable Income On the Move!
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Over the past several months, a number of 
Grace folks have been on the move!

After some time in hospital as well as the IOOF 
campus of RVH, Muriel McKee is now in 
Long Term Care at Roberta Place.

Marge Wagner has moved from Sandy Cove 
Acres in Innisfil to the IOOF Seniors 
Apartments on Dean Avenue in Barrie.

Muriel Thomas has moved to Lindsay to be 
closer to her daughter and family at the William 
Place Retirement Residence.

Elizabeth and John Quick have moved into 
their brand new home in Lefroy.

Nancy Usher-Desjarlais and Larry 
Desjarlais have moved across the street to live 
with Nancy’s mother, Muriel Usher.

Beth and Paul Duncan are now living at a new 
address in Springwater Township.

Daisy, Bob, Jessicalyn and Jesse Hamilton 
have moved to New Brunswick.

Nancy Mussico has moved from her farm in 
Oro-Medonte to a home in Barrie quite close to 
Grace.

Andy Nitsche has been posted to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.

David Skelly has moved from his residence in 
Oro-Medonte to Orillia.

Bonnie and Ron Whitehead are currently 
living in the Lindsay area, but are looking for 
accommodation in or near Barrie.

Edward Long has moved to Kitchener to be 
closer to his sister.

Joan Mercure has moved to Burnt River.

Bernice Clarke has moved to her own suite in 
her daughter’s home in Thornton.

Myrtle and Keith Huyer have a new telephone 
number, 705.722.1075.

Sue Nyers has moved to a seniors’ residence on 
Grove Street.

Peter Moore has moved from his apartment on 
West Street to the Leacock Home on Museum 
Drive in Orillia.

June and Don Willett have moved from 
Hickling Trail and are now living in Hillsdale.

After 42 years in her apartment at Blake and 
Johnson Streets, Margaret Bates is moving to 
Allandale Station.

The Lynn family sold their home in Victoria 
Harbour and looking for a condo in Barrie by 
October.

We send our best wishes to all of these people 
and hope that they are happy and healthy in their 
new homes.

Grace Congregational Directories (digital & print) are 
available at the Grace Office. Printed copies are also 
available from Barb Mercer at 705.728.6734.

Poverty can happen very quickly to anyone.
Aware that some pandemic-related relief
programs (such as the Canada Emergency
Response Benefit, CERB) were scheduled
to wind up in July, United Church of Canada
Moderator Richard Bott has written to elected
officials encouraging them to seize the moment
to roll out a universal basic income program in
collaboration with the provinces, territories, and
Indigenous leadership.
“It is my belief,” he writes, “that our collective
experience as Canadians during COVID-19
presents a vital
opportunity.... [T]ogether
we can take important
steps to protect the health
and safety of all Canadians
going forward.”
A growing movement of
senators, Anglican and
Evangelical Lutheran
bishops, and many more
across Canada are calling
for a universal basic
income.
The use of “guaranteed”
signals a focus on ensuring
a level of income for all.
Emphasis is on its being available to anyone
below a certain income level (universally
accessible) rather than necessarily paid out to
everyone and then clawed back, which for some
is what universal implies.

Take Action

1.Call or write to Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, and Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance, Chrystia Freeland, and ask
them to
* seize this moment to roll out a guaranteed
livable income program in collaboration with
the provinces, territories, and Indigenous
leadership
O develop and implement a program that
provides an adequate living level for everyone
and addresses the persistent inequities that exist
within the present wage and social benefit
structures of our country

You can write your own letter . Justin Trudeau’s
e-mail is pm@pm.gc.ca and Chrystia Freeland’s
e-mail is Chrystia.Freeland@parl.gc.ca. Please
cc takeaction@united-church.ca and your own
member of Parliament.
Background
The United Church of Canada affirms that a
guaranteed annual income is the most efficient
way of ensuring that all Canadians will have a
secure economic floor).
Since 1972, the United Church has advocated a
policy of guaranteed annual income that is

more
equitable and
less
expensive
and
complicated
to administer
than the
numerous
government
support
programs
presently
available.
Since then,
national and

international studies and programs have shown
that a universal basic income is both affordable
and had beneficial effects in the areas of health,
justice, education, and social welfare.
Indigenous members of the United Church
have described how structural inequities in
Canadian society continue to be reinforced in
this time of pandemic. Low-income racialized
communities have been hit hardest by COVID-
19 and its economic impact. A guaranteed
livable income would assist all, but especially
those in our society who are economically
disadvantaged..
Please note that the terms “universal basic
income” (UBI) and guaranteed livable income
used here do not endorse any particular design.
The intent of the Moderator's letter and this
Take Action is to raise up principles on which a
program for basic income would be designed
and implemented.

Moderator calls for Livable Income On the Move!
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maybe it’s mostly the Asian economy I’ve 
boosted, but also the Canadian distributers and 
delivery drivers with whom I’m now on a first- 
name basis.
There was one unfortunate purchase of a 
fuchsia faux-suede futon cover with matching 
pillows that I’m still trying to return to an online 
Walmart distributor, so I have learned to pause 
before hitting ‘send to cart’ on websites.
And we did the unthinkable. If you know JT, 
he’s very allergic to cats…So, we welcomed our 
COVID kitten Morley into our home last fall.
I’m not sure who appreciates the cats more;

Kevin (the
dog) or JT
but at least
over the
course of the
year the
sneezing has
died down a
little.
He’s kept his
place in our
hearts by

being a wonderful mouser. I’m no fan of 
getting rid of the sorry looking little fellas after 
he’s had his way with them, but I don’t miss 
finding mouse droppings in the utensil drawers 
either.
But I do miss church people.

Cheryl Browne

A Message from the
Pastoral Team
The Pastoral Team is very much looking
forward to being able to provide direct, in
person, face-to-face pastoral care again.
Although hugs and handshakes may be a little
farther away, it will be wonderful to enjoy each
others company together in the same room.
Seeing our friends sitting in the pews again in
our beautiful Sanctuary will be extra
meaningful. After church chats over a cup of
coffee, something that we enjoyed but
probably took for granted, have taken on a
greater significance and the personal
connections will be even more appreciated.

The pandemic not only brought additional
stress and difficulty to those enduring times of
illness, bereavement and loss, but in many ways
it sucked some of the joy out of our happier
times of celebration and success.

At the same time though, it brought forth a
great deal of creativity and resilience that many
of us didn’t know we had. We had to figure
out new ways to connect, to show others that

we cared, to compliment, to congratulate and
to console.

Who would have thought that sharing Holy
Communion via a computer or over the
telephone would have meaning? Would we
have thought that church business could have
been accomplished with fifteen Zoom
meetings of the Official Board as well as many
of our church teams? Bible Study by Zoom?
After church chats by Zoom? Virtual Bake
Sales with drive-through pick-ups?

A big thank you is extended to the Weavers for
the extra telephone calls and their time spent
checking in with and showing concern for the
people on their lists. We have heard of many
acts of kindness and thoughtfulness extended
without specific direction or organization.
Meals delivered, treats shared, errands taken
care of and many prayers offered have all been
appreciated and in many cases, made it
possible for people to pull themselves through
this unprecedented challenge. This is Grace at
work!

Thank you one and all and we can’t wait to see
you in person!

We continue to have technical issues with our live-streaming. Generally the visual quality is
excellent but the sound may be garbled or out of synchronization. All the outside technical experts
we have asked to fix this problem, have never fully succeeded.

Eventually the team decided to prerecord the Sunday Services on Fridays so we could bypass the
live streaming. This has succeeded but we will need to overcome these technical glitches by
September when the church will, hopefully, be reopening.

We have had several groups requesting rental space come September, so I am starting to contact
the groups who were using our facilities prior to Covid to see if they are able to or still wish to
return.

We are all looking so forward to that time when we can be together as a close and vibrant
congregation.

I hope you all have received, or soon will have, your second vaccination. Enjoy the summer,

John McLean - Chair Administration Team

Technical issues still being worked out

COVID-19 taught us how to change
Moderna, Pfizer and Astra Zeneca. Three words 
that didn’t exist in our collective lexicons two 
years ago.
Neither did the deadly virus that precipitated 
those three words, yet human evolution forces 
us to react, respond and change.
So we’ve changed. I, for one, have grown as 
person by 20 lbs or so. We spent the first several 
months baking; that was the wrong thing to do.
But I also learned how to cross stitch badly, I’m 
working on a paint-by-numbers of a 
hummingbird and I’m teaching myself to play 
the drums.
Santa
brought
me an
electronic
set for
Christmas
that
makes
virtually
no sound
thanks to
modern
technology and has really, good headphones. 
Unfortunately for Santa, I don’t seem to be able 
to play without singing at the top of my lungs, 
so there have been some murmurings, which I 
can’t hear after blasting Pearl Jam and AC/DC 
into my ears.
And I’ve kept the economy going by adding to 
my collection of humorous T-shirts. Okay,

Engagements

Katelyn Harrison and Mike Borsellino, both 
of Ottawa, were engaged in Majors Hill Park on 
June 25th. They are planning a wedding for the 
Fall of 2022.
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Moderna, Pfizer and Astra Zeneca. Three words
that didn’t exist in our collective lexicons two
years ago.
Neither did the deadly virus that precipitated
those three words, yet human evolution forces
us to react, respond and change.
So we’ve changed. I, for one, have grown as
person by 20 lbs or so. We spent the first several
months baking; that was the wrong thing to do.
But I also learned how to cross stitch badly, I’m
working on a paint-by-numbers of a
hummingbird and I’m teaching myself to play
the drums.
Santa
brought
me an
electronic
set for
Christmas
that
makes
virtually
no sound
thanks to
modern
technology and has really, good headphones.
Unfortunately for Santa, I don’t seem to be able
to play without singing at the top of my lungs,
so there have been some murmurings, which I
can’t hear after blasting Pearl Jam and AC/DC
into my ears.
And I’ve kept the economy going by adding to
my collection of humourous T-shirts. Okay,

maybe it’s mostly the Asian economy I’ve
boosted, but also the Canadian distributers and
delivery drivers with whom I’m now on a first
name basis.
There was one unfortunate purchase of a
fuchsia faux-suede futon cover with matching
pillows that I’m still trying to return to an online
Walmart distributor, so I have learned to pause
before hitting ‘send to cart’ on websites.
And we did the unthinkable. If you know JT,
he’s very allergic to cats… So, we welcomed our
Covid kitten Morley into our home last fall.
I’m not sure who appreciates the cats more;

Kevin (the
dog) or JT
but at least
over the
course of the
year the
sneezing has
died down a
little.
He’s kept his
place in our
hearts by

being a wonderful mouser. I’m no fan of
getting rid of the sorry looking little fellas after
he’s had his way with them, but I don’t miss
finding mouse droppings in the utensil drawers
either.
But I do miss church people.
-Cheryl Browne

A Message from the
Pastoral Team
The Pastoral Team is very much looking 
forward to being able to provide direct, in- 
person, face-to-face pastoral care again. 
Although hugs and handshakes may be a little 
farther away, it will be wonderful to enjoy each 
other’s company together in the same room. 
Seeing our friends sitting in the pews again in 
our beautiful Sanctuary will be extra 
meaningful. After church chats over a cup of 
coffee, something that we enjoyed but 
probably took for granted, have taken on a 
greater significance and the personal 
connections will be even more appreciated.

The pandemic not only brought additional 
stress and difficulty to those enduring times of 
illness, bereavement and loss, but in many ways 
it sucked some of the joy out of our happier 
times of celebration and success.

At the same time though, it brought forth a 
great deal of creativity and resilience that many 
of us didn’t know we had. We had to figure 
out new ways to connect, to show others that

we cared, to compliment, to congratulate and 
to console.

Who would have thought that sharing Holy 
Communion via a computer or over the 
telephone would have meaning? Would we 
have thought that church business could have 
been accomplished with 15 Zoom meetings of 
the Official Board as well as many of our 
church teams? Bible Study by Zoom?After 
church chats by Zoom? Virtual Bake Sales 
with drive-through pickups?

A big thank-you is extended to the Weavers for 
the extra telephone calls and their time spent 
checking in with and showing concern for the 
people on their lists. We have heard of many 
acts of kindness and thoughtfulness extended 
without specific direction or organization. 
Meals delivered, treats shared, errands taken 
care of, and many prayers offered have all been 
appreciated and, in many cases, made it 
possible for people to pull themselves through 
this unprecedented challenge. This is Grace at 
work!

Thank you one and all and we can’t wait to see 
you in person!

Technical issues still being worked out
We continue to have technical issues with our livestreaming. Generally, the visual quality is 
excellent but the sound may be garbled or out of synchronization. All the outside technical experts 
we have asked to fix this problem have never fully succeeded.

Eventually the team decided to prerecord the Sunday Services on Fridays so we could bypass the 
livestreaming. This has succeeded, but we will need to overcome these technical glitches by 
September when the church will, hopefully, be reopening.

We have had several groups requesting rental space come September, so I am starting to contact 
the groups who were using our facilities prior to COVID-19 to see if they are able to or still wish 
to return.

We are all looking so forward to that time when we can be together as a close and vibrant 
congregation.

I hope you all have received, or soon will have, your second vaccination. Enjoy the summer.

John McLean – Chair, Administration Team

Covid taught us how to change

Engagements

Katelyn Harrison and Mike Borsellino, both
of Ottawa, were engaged in Majors Hill Park on
June 25th. They are planning a wedding for the
fall of 2022.
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Betty was a kind, compassionate, fun loving and enthusiastic lady. Betty would go out of her way to
ensure others needs were met, a truly giving soul. Her laugh was contagious, her smile filled a room,
and her loving spirit touched those around her.

Betty was born in Thessalon and met her husband Bill, when she moved in across the street from
him in Weston. They fell in love and married soon after, she was just eighteen: he was twenty-one.
They shared 63 wonderful years of marriage together. Betty had three brothers – Glenn (Margaret),
Robert (Fay) and Don (Val). Betty and Bill had three children, Linda, Scott and Warren. She had
three grandchildren, Jason, Benn and Taylor, and two great grandchildren Camryn and Ellie. Her
nephews included Bruce, Ron, Ian, Jim, Ricky, and nieces Allison, Bev and other loved family
members.

She treasured her friendships and loved getting together with family and friends, as well as attending
events - Allandale Senior Centre, Irish Club, Red Hats, Probus to name some. She enjoyed playing
darts, carpet bowling and any activity that was socially oriented. A coffee and long chat with family
or friends were her favourite past times.

Betty’s health became an issue quickly, and we are shocked that she is no longer with us. We believe
her journey has taken her to be with her son Warren, mother, brothers, family and friends who have
left before her.

Betty will be tremendously missed and lovingly remembered by her family and friends. She has left
many wonderful memories, smiles, laughs and stories to fondly share.”

… Mary Argyle

Tragically, Mary Argyle, a long-time Grace member was a victim of the Covid 19 outbreak at
Roberta Place Long Term Care. She succumbed to the virus on January 27th at the age of 97 years.

Mary had a long and interesting life that began in Saskatoon, where her
parents had emigrated from England and was the youngest in a family of
three that included two older brothers. In 1939, the family returned to
England on business and because of the war, it wasn’t safe for them to sail

back to Canada, so they remained in England. Mary lied
about her age and joined the Women’s Royal Navy Service as
a radio operator tracking German U-boats in the
Mediterranean Sea. In recognition of her service in North
Africa, she was awarded the Africa Star.

After the war, she came back to Canada by herself and
settled in British Columbia and worked for the Hudson Bay
Company. It was here that she met Jack, who had returned from service in the Air

Force as a bomber pilot. He went back into the military as a signals instructor and that career took
Mary and Jack to many different postings, and eventually to Base Borden. While here, as well as
raising her family of a daughter and a son, Mary was employed by the Cooper Tool Group and
when they closed, she worked for the Red Cross.

Remembering
… Lois Nesbitt

The Grace Family was saddened to learn of the passing of Lois 
Nesbitt at West Lincoln Memorial Hospital in Grimsby, Ontario on 
December 11, 2020 at the age of 86. Lois and her late husband Jack 
had been active and dedicated members of Grace United Church for 
many years before moving to Grimsby to share a home with their 
daughter Lynn. They maintained their church membership at Grace 
because they were unable to find a church community with the warmth 
and friendliness that they had known at Grace.

Lois (nee Frith) was a long-time Barrie resident and real estate agent 
with Emory Miller and later with HomeLife. After retirement from 
another career, Jack earned his real estate licence and they worked 

together as a team for many years. After retirement from the real estate world, they tried to enjoy as 
much of their winters as possible in Florida until failing health prevented those trips. Both Lois and 
Jack were known as dedicated volunteers at RVH.

In 2016, Lois and Jack moved to Grimsby, but made as many trips as possible back to Barrie to 
replenish their supply of Grace United meat pies.

Sadly, Jack passed away in February of 2018 while in respite care while Lois was having knee 
replacement surgery, so that was a very difficult time for Lois and her family. She struggled with 
several health issues and early last fall she began palliative care.

Lois will be remembered as a friendly, outgoing and stylish lady with a great sense of humour who 
loved to laugh and have fun. She will be lovingly remembered by three daughters and two step-
daughters and their families, which included eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

… Betty Hart

The year 2021 began with heavy hearts for the Hart family with the
passing of Betty Hart. Betty and her husband Bill became connected
with Grace Church through their good friends, Barb and Stan Corkum.
Betty and Barb had worked together for many years at Sears and in
retirement, maintained their friendship.

It is a few years since Betty and Bill have been able to participate in
church activities, however, they still valued their association with Grace
and enjoyed receiving church news and getting calls from their Weaver.

The obituary published by her family is a lovely tribute to a lovely lady.

Betty (Mary Elizabeth) passed peacefully on January 1st at RVH in 
Barrie after a short period in hospital.
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Betty was a kind, compassionate, fun-loving and enthusiastic lady. Betty would go out of her way to 
ensure other’s needs were met; a truly giving soul. Her laugh was contagious, her smile filled a room, 
and her loving spirit touched those around her.

Betty was born in Thessalon and met her husband Bill when she moved in across the street from 
him in Weston. They fell in love and married soon after; she was just 18, he was 21. They shared 63 
wonderful years of marriage together. Betty had three brothers: Glenn (Margaret), Robert (Fay) and 
Don (Val). Betty and Bill had three children, Linda, Scott and Warren. She had three grandchildren, 
Jason, Benn and Taylor, and two great-grandchildren, Camryn and Ellie. Her nephews included 
Bruce, Ron, Ian, Jim, Ricky, and nieces Allison, Bev and other loved family members.

She treasured her friendships and loved getting together with family and friends, as well as attending 
events: Allandale Senior Centre, Irish Club, Red Hats, Probus to name some. She enjoyed playing 
darts, carpet bowling and any activity that was socially oriented. A coffee and long chat with family 
or friends were her favourite pastimes.

Betty’s health became an issue quickly, and we are shocked that she is no longer with us. We believe 
her journey has taken her to be with her son Warren, mother, brothers, family and friends who have 
left before her.

Betty will be tremendously missed and lovingly remembered by her family and friends. She has left 
many wonderful memories, smiles, laughs and stories to fondly share.”

… Mary Argyle

Tragically, Mary Argyle, a long-time Grace member was a victim of the COVID-19 outbreak at 
Roberta Place Long Term Care. She succumbed to the virus on January 27th at the age of 97 years.
Mary had a long and interesting life that began in Saskatoon, where her 
parents had emigrated from England, and was the youngest in a family of 
three that included two older brothers. In 1939, the family returned to 
England on business and because of the war, it wasn’t safe for them to sail

back to Canada, so they remained in England. Mary lied
about her age and joined the Women’s Royal Navy Service as
a radio operator tracking German U-boats in the
Mediterranean Sea. In recognition of her service in North
Africa, she was awarded the Africa Star.

After the war, she came back to Canada by herself and
settled in British Columbia and worked for the Hudson Bay
Company. It was here that she met Jack, who had returned from service in the Air

Force as a bomber pilot. He went back into the military as a signals instructor and that career took 
Mary and Jack to many different postings, and eventually to Base Borden. While here, as well as 
raising her family of a daughter and a son, Mary was employed by the Cooper Tool Group and 
when they closed, she worked for the Red Cross.  (Continued...)

Remembering
… Lois Nesbitt

The Grace Family was saddened to learn of the passing of Lois
Nesbitt at West Lincoln Memorial Hospital in Grimsby, Ontario on
December 11, 2020 at the age of 86. Lois and her late husband Jack
had been active and dedicated members of Grace United Church for
many years before moving to Grimsby to share a home with their
daughter Lynn. They maintained their church membership at Grace
because they were unable to find a church community with the warmth
and friendliness that they had known at Grace.

Lois, nee Frith was a long time Barrie resident and real estate agent with
Emory Miller and later with HomeLife. After retirement from another
career, Jack earned his real estate license and they worked together as a

team for many years. After retirement from the real estate world, they tried to enjoy as much of their
winters as possible in Florida until failing health prevented those trips. Both Lois and Jack were
known as dedicated volunteers at RVH.

In 2016, Lois and Jack moved to Grimsby, but made as many trips as possible back to Barrie to
replenish their supply of Grace United meat pies.

Sadly, Jack passed away in February of 2018 while in respite care while Lois was having knee
replacement surgery, so that was a very difficult time for Lois and her family. She struggled with
several health issues and early last fall she began palliative care.

Lois will be remembered as a friendly, outgoing and stylish lady with a great sense of humour who
loved to laugh and have fun. She will be lovingly remembered by three daughters and two step-
daughters and their families which included eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

… Betty Hart

The year 2021 began with heavy hearts for the Hart family with the
passing of Betty Hart. Betty and her husband Bill became connected
with Grace Church through their good friends, Barb and Stan Corkum.
Betty and Barb had worked together for many years at Sears and in
retirement, maintained their friendship.

It is a few years since Betty and Bill have been able to participate in
church activities, however, they still valued their association with Grace
and enjoyed receiving church news and getting calls from their Weaver.

The obituary published by her family is a lovely tribute to a lovely lady.

“Betty (Mary Elizabeth) passed peacefully on January 1st at RVH in
Barrie after a short period in hospital.
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Continued from previous page

In retirement, Mary and Jack were avid square dancers and they spent twelve winters in a home in 
Texas, until Jack’s cancer diagnosis.

After his passing in 2002, Mary continued to be active with many groups of people, including her 
church and card-playing friends. Mary is also an accomplished artist and until recent years, 
maintained beautiful gardens at their Carson Road home that featured a multitude of different 
colours and types of iris.

In her presentation of the Star of Grace Award more than 20 years ago, she was recognized as a 
provider of the After Church Refreshments, being a staunch and loyal supporter of the 
Gracemobile (a mobile food services trailer operated by Grace as a fundraiser in the community), 
cooking, serving and contributing to church dinners and events and as a greeter on Sunday 
mornings.

Mary was predeceased by her grandson Justin, husband Jack and just last year, her son John. She is 
lovingly remembered by her daughter, Elizabeth Quick (John), granddaughter Courtney Quick and 
two great-grandchildren, Miah and Asher.

To the bereaved families and friends of Lois, Betty and Mary, we extend our deepest sympathy and 
hold them in our prayers and our hearts now and always.

Condolences are also extended to ~
Murph Murphy and his family on the passing of his mother, Shirley Murphy.
Ethel Byles on the passing of her sister-in-law, Faye Chappel.
Elizabeth Willoughby on the passing of her niece, Wilma Rochelle.
Ken and Kathy Watt and family on the passing of Ken’s grandfather, Grant Booth.
Jeffrey Dale and family on the passing of his grandmother, Helen Dale.
Evelyn Bullock and family on the passing of her husband, Fred Bullock.
Nancy and Howard Findlay on the passing of Nancy’s sister-in-law, Susan (Kinzie) Stark.
The family of the late Herb Fowler, a former member of the Grace Family.
Edna Caldwell on the passing pf her Aunt Tillie Bertram and her brother, Harold Bertram.
Carl and Martha Jory and family on the passing of Carl’s sister, Bernice Lintick.
Debbie Roblin on the passing of her father, Terry Roblin.
Ron and Wanda Kelcey and family on the passing of Ron’s sister Marsha Kelcey McEwan.

When Alf Dumont’s Roman Catholic father
and Anishinaabe mother asked the priest
serving the Shawanaga reserve to marry them,
the priest rejected their request, advising them
to “marry someone of their own kind.”

Nearby, a United Church minister had a
different response. He told the couple he had
just two rules: “If you have differences, talk
them out and just try to get along.”

“Dad and Mom said ‘I think we can do that.’
They brought together First Nations
understanding and non-First Nations
understanding. That’s how I came to the
church,” Dumont recounts in a United in
Learning webinar(opens in a new tab).

Dumont spent his life as a spiritual leader,
serving the United Church as a minister while
staying connected with his traditional
Indigenous spirituality. His memoir The Other
Side of the River: From Church Pew to Sweat
Lodge(opens in a new tab) shares stories of
how Dumont walks between the two worlds of
Indigenous and settler, traditional spirituality
and Christianity.

“Part of the struggle with me in life was to find
out who I was as Anishinaabe and who I was as
French, Irish, and English mix,” Dumont
shares. With a foot in both sides of the river,

Dumont’s words eloquently draw together
spiritual threads.

“There are seven truths in some of the
Anishinaabe teaching: love, courage, respect,
humility, truth, wisdom, and honesty. But you
can’t have one of those teachings or truths
without having the other. So you can’t have
respect without love. You can’t have truth
without humility,” explains Dumont. “I took
those underlying teachings and applied them to
the four teachings on love: Love God. Love
your neighbour. Love your enemy. Love
yourself. You can’t have one teaching without
the other. You can’t love God if you don’t truly
love yourself. You cannot love your neighbour
unless you truly love God.”

In an interview, Broadview magazine asked
Dumont to weigh in on the future of
reconciliation: “Part of the struggle has to do
with learning to walk together again. It means
being as open as we can,” he says. “You bring a
gift that I don’t have; I bring a gift that you may
not have. And as we share, we learn from the
gifts that we have been given.”

Your gifts through Mission & Service help
support the creation and publication of
luminous, timely work like Dumont’s book as
well as the webinar discussions and education
events that follow.

Truth and Reconciliation:
Right Relations
We are invited to celebrate the renewal of life all
around us. Blossoms are developing into flowers
and birds are singing joyously. “All Our
Relations” are busy preparing habitats for new
life. The Barrie Native Friendship Centre is re-
opening their community garden, established
last summer on their property, to support their
members with food security. Seedlings were
contributed, and as the garden filled up, the
Friendship Centre was able to offer plants for
their members to take home to set in a window,
on a balcony, or plant in their own garden. The

garden is being prepared now and plants will be
gratefully accepted.

Many of us have learned new skills as we
“ZOOM” from our living rooms into meetings
and discussions about a variety of themes and
events. Presentations by Indigenous authors
have opened our eyes to the relationship
between the people and the Earth. They have
shown us how to respect the land.

A recent KAIROS presentation of the Blanket
Exercise greatly moved a number of attendees,
both “Settlers” and Indigenous.

Elizabeth McLean
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In retirement, Mary and Jack were avid square dancers and they spent twelve winters in a home in
Texas, until Jack’s cancer diagnosis.

After his passing in 2002, Mary continued to be active with many groups of people, including her
church and card playing friends. Mary is also an accomplished artist and until recent years,
maintained beautiful gardens at their Carson Road home that featured a multitude of different
colours and types of iris

In her presentation of the Star of Grace Award more than twenty years ago, she was recognized as a
provider of the After Church Refreshments, being a staunch and loyal supporter of the
Gracemobile (a mobile food services trailer operated by Grace as a fundraiser in the community),
cooking, serving and contributing to church dinners and events and as a greeter on Sunday
mornings.

Mary was predeceased by her grandson Justin, husband Jack and just last year, her son John.

She is lovingly remembered by her daughter, Elizabeth Quick (John), granddaughter Courtney
Quick and two great grandchildren, Miah and Asher.

To the bereaved families and friends of Lois, Betty and Mary, we extend our deepest sympathy and
hold them in our prayers and our hearts now and always.

Condolences are also extended to ~

� Murph Murphy and his family on the passing of his mother, Shirley Murphy
� Ethel Byles on the passing of her sister-in-law, Faye Chappel
� Elizabeth Willoughby on the passing of her niece, Wilma Rochelle
� Ken and Kathy Watt and family on the passing of Ken’s grandfather, Grant Booth
� Jeffrey Dale and family on the passing of his grandmother, Helen Dale
� Evelyn Bullock and family on the passing of her husband, Fred Bullock
� Nancy and Howard Findlay on the passing of Nancy’s sister-in-law, Susan (Kinzie) Stark
� The family of the late Herb Fowler, a former member of the Grace Family
� Edna Caldwell on the passing her Aunt Tillie Bertram and her brother, Harold Bertram
� Carl and Martha Jory and family on the passing of Carl’s sister, Bernice Lintick
� Debbie Roblin on the passing of her father, Terry Roblin
� Ron and Wanda Kelcey and family on the passing of Ron’s sister Marsha Kelcey McEwan

When Alf Dumont’s Roman Catholic father 
and Anishinaabe mother asked the priest 
serving the Shawanaga reserve to marry them, 
the priest rejected their request, advising them 
to “marry someone of their own kind.”

Nearby, a United Church minister had a 
different response. He told the couple he had 
just two rules: “If you have differences, talk 
them out and just try to get along.”

“Dad and Mom said ‘I think we can do that.’ 
They brought together First Nations 
understanding and non-First Nations 
understanding. That’s how I came to the 
church,” Dumont recounts in a United in 
Learning webinar.

Dumont spent his life as a spiritual leader, 
serving the United Church as a minister while 
staying connected with his traditional Indigenous 
spirituality. His memoir, The Other Side of the River: 
From Church Pew to Sweat Lodge, shares stories of 
how Dumont walks between the two worlds of 
Indigenous and settler, traditional spirituality and 
Christianity.

“Part of the struggle with me in life was to find 
out who I was as Anishinaabe and who I was as 
French, Irish, and English mix,” Dumont shares. 
With a foot in both sides of the river,

Truth and Reconciliation:
Right Relations
We are invited to celebrate the renewal of life all 
around us. Blossoms are developing into flowers 
and birds are singing joyously. “All Our 
Relations” are busy preparing habitats for new 
life. The Barrie Native Friendship Centre is 
reopening their community garden, established 
last summer on their property, to support their 
members with food security. Seedlings were 
contributed, and as the garden filled up, the 
Friendship Centre was able to offer plants for 
their members to take home to set in a window, 
on a balcony, or plant in their own garden. The

Dumont’s words eloquently draw together 
spiritual threads.

“There are seven truths in some of the 
Anishinaabe teaching: love, courage, respect, 
humility, truth, wisdom, and honesty. But you 
can’t have one of those teachings or truths 
without having the other. So you can’t have 
respect without love. You can’t have truth 
without humility,” explains Dumont. “I took 
those underlying teachings and applied them to 
the four teachings on love: Love God. Love 
your neighbour. Love your enemy. Love 
yourself. You can’t have one teaching without 
the other. You can’t love God if you don’t truly 
love yourself. You cannot love your neighbour 
unless you truly love God.”

In an interview, Broadview magazine asked 
Dumont to weigh in on the future of 
reconciliation: “Part of the struggle has to do 
with learning to walk together again. It means 
being as open as we can,” he says. “You bring a 
gift that I don’t have; I bring a gift that you may 
not have. And as we share, we learn from the 
gifts that we have been given.”

Your gifts through Mission & Service help 
support the creation and publication of 
luminous, timely work like Dumont’s book, as 
well as the webinar discussions and education 
events that follow.

garden is being prepared now and plants will be 
gratefully accepted.
  Many of us have learned new skills as we
“ZOOM” from our living rooms into meetings 
and discussions about a variety of themes and 
events. Presentations by Indigenous authors 
have opened our eyes to the relationship 
between the people and the Earth. They have 
shown us how to respect the land.
  A recent KAIROS presentation of the Blanket 
Exercise greatly moved a number of attendees, 
both “Settlers” and Indigenous.

Elizabeth McLean

______________________________________________________________________________
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We are very proud of Alexandra Faria as she graduated from 
Hillcrest Elementary School. She received a Dance/Drama Award, 
a Citizenship Award and Athlete of the Year Award.

These last two years of school have been anything but ordinary, 
and she has continued to work hard, maintain a positive attitude, 
and continue to be a bright light who faces challenges head on. 
Congratulations Alexandra!

Isaac and Mika Pearson both graduated this spring. I had a very
easy upbringing in so many ways. I can’t express how proud I am of
their hard work and tenacity in earning their degrees!

Isaac graduated with an Honours Specialist
Bachelor of Arts degree in History from the
University of Toronto, St. Michael’s College.

Mika graduated from with an Honours
Bachelor of Arts degree with a double major
in Psychology and Sociology, alongside a
Certificate of Law and Social Thought, from
Glendon College, the bilingual York
University Campus.

Storm Barriault celebrated her Grade 8 graduation from
Johnson Street Public School earning the French Award.
Storm is excited to see all of her friends when she attends
Eastview Secondary School in September.

Graduates

Emily Harrison 
had a spring 
graduation from 
University of 
Toronto with a 
Masters in Education. 
She currently works at 
the U of T as an 
Accessibility 
Coordinator.

Spencer Cheesman 
Computer Engineering 
Technician, Fleming 
College
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